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s the Piety that ir contain'd in 


to recommend them without any 


Addition, had not the late Death of their 


me to premiſe ſomething concerning him, 


f 


| Wells, Dr. Kenn's Compoſures, that he is 
5 


write them, will he but give himſelf Time 
1 70 reflect on the ſcandalous Practices that 


| bave obtain'd amongſt ſome of our Clergy 


-A 2 tro 


= NI the following Sheets is ſufficient 
Thing by way of Introductionin 


! „ ſo they had now been commu- 
nicated to the Publick with no manner of 


moſt excellent Author made it neceſſary for 


that the Reader may not only know to whom 
bis Thanks are due for ſo valuable a Pre- 
ſent, but be given to underſtand the Occa- 

| fron of its being written. To account witly 
Him, therefore, in theſe Particulars, the Spi- 
rit of Devotion, that ſhines thro* the whole, 
12s enough to convince him, if he has any 


| Knowledge off the late Biſhop of Bath and 


the incomparable Author; nor can be be 
to ſeek for the Reaſons that induc'd him to 


e 2 = 1 — —__ 2 _ 


VVV 
thro a ſhameful Neglect of the Canons of A 
the Church that emoyn a more ſtrict and d 
ſevere Diſcipline. (Vid. Canons in two . 
Vol. lately publiſh'd by the Learned Mr. J 

Lawrence Howell.) Not that I will take up- t 

on me to inform him, that this devotional 0 
Complaint of that Right Reverend Perſon 
is levell'd at the preſent Miſcarriages of 
the Church, but muſt give him my Sen- 
 timents, that it was rather written ſome 
Years ſince, though the Melancholy Truths 
in it may make it applicable to theſe very 

Times, that ſeem to call out for its Publi- 


What gives Being to theſe Conjectures, is 
the Licentiouſneſs that ſcem d to abound in 
the latter Part of the laſt Century; tho it 
concerns us not ſo much to know the Time 
it was written in, as to lament the growing 
UImpieties that occaſion'd it. It were to be. 
wiſb'd, indeed, that it had no Manner of 
| Reference to the preſent Age, but ſince it 


bas, it may be of Uſe to reclaim ſuch as. 


Taken from a Manuſcript lately preſented. 


world go on in the Neglect of their Duties : 
without it. All that reſts upon me, is to 
enform the Reader that it is genuine, and 


0 One of our Univerſities by a Perſon of 
Learning and Quality, after which I am 70 
Live him an Inſigbt into the Biſbop's Life 


and Character, that he may ſquare his on 


. — 0A 


Actions 


The preface. 


17 of Actions by it, and ſo leave him to his Me- 


ens | 


To detain him, therefore, as little as 


poſſible from its Peruſal, he is to be told, 
that this admirable P erſon, Dr. Thomas 
Kenn, was deſcended from Parents who had 
. Wealth enough to make a very handſome 
Proviſion for his Education, and Virtue | 
enough to take Care it ſhould be ſuitable | 
ro the Rules of Chriſtiamty and Prudence. 
He was born in the Year 1645, and ſent 
in to Wincheſter-College in the 13th Tear 
of his Ape, after he had made more than 
ordinary Diſcoveries of a very notable G., 
 nius. In the Year 1659 he was admitted | 
one of the Children upon the Foundation, | 
and three Tears after was diſiniſod from 
thence, with very great Applauſe, to New- |} 
College in Oxford, where he advancid | 
bis Reputation to a much greater Height, | 
and run through all the Exerciſes that are 
neceſſary for taking the Degrees of Batche» | 
our and Maſter of Arts: In 1676 he com- 
menc'd Batchelour of Divinity, ſoon after 
' which he was elected Fellow of Wincheſter- _ 
College, and made one of the Chaplains _ 
| fnOrdinary to King Charles Il. who us'd to 
Nin ER EDITS |; ſay, 


. * 2 * 
Ate es — K 


A 1 — = — 88 "* 4-7 3 7 =. 
I . ˙ c fc rr ER = 


— 


The Preface. 


ſay, when he was in Waiting, I muſt go 
to Chappel to hear little Kenn tell me of 
my Faults, ſo intriepid was this Gentleman 
in the Execution of his Miniſterial Fun&i- | 
on. After this he went over Domeſtick 
_ Chaplain to the then Princeſs of Orange, 
the Duke of York's Eldeſt Daughter; but | 
Had not been there long before he was or- 
 der'd from Court by the Prince, who tock 
Offence at a certain Marriage which he 
had perſwaded two Perſons to celebrate, 
that had been more free with one another | 


than is uſual without thoſe Ceremonies. 


From hence he betook himſelf to Travelling 
in Company with ſome great Perſons, and | 
 baving ſtay d at Rome for ſome Time, gave \ 
Occaſion to the Fanaticks, at his Return, 
to charge him with Adherence to Popery, | 
which he was a ſtrenuous Oppoſer of, not- | 
 withſlanding his being much in Favour 
with the then Duke of York, fince King 
James II. In the Tear 1682 he took his 
Doctor's Degree, and a little before the 
Death of King Charles II. was advanc'd ̃ 
#0 the Bilboprick of Bath and Wells, by be 
Tranſlation of Dr. Peter Mew eto the See 
e Wincheſter. How he bebav'd himſelf in 
this important Poſt, till he was incapacita= \ 
ted to fill it any longer by the Revolution, 
will appear by the Sentiments of that Dio- 


ceſe, whoſe Loſs could never haue been re- 


pair d but in the Perſon of the preſent In- 


cumbent, 


cecunbent, Dr. Hooper; whom he boluntari- 
h, at his Nomination to that Biſhoprick, + 
made a Ceſſion to. During the Reſidue of . 
his Life, while he was under Deprivation, 
he held himſelf contented with à quiet and 
Hoſpitable Retirement either at Long-Leat, 
' with his good Friend the Lord Viſcount 
' Weymouth, or his Nephew, Mr. Walton, 
bone of the Prebendaries of Sarum ; and as 
God had ſhewn him many ſignal Inſtances 
e his Divine Favour, while he was @ So 
journer upon Farth, ſo he ſignalis d bis 4 
Diſtinction in the late Viſitation he ſent us 
of the great Storm, by preſerving him from {| 
; the Fall of a Stack of Chimneys that broke 
into his Bed-Chamber, at the ſame Time, 
' _ when bis immediate Succeſſor, Dr. Kidder, | 
| irh his Pie periſh'd by the Piobmes of Y = 
If another. To draw towards a Concluſion, 
| - after his whole Life had been a continued i 
Preparation for Eternity, be quietly re- | 
nnd his Soul into the Hands of his mer- 
cu Redeemer in the Month of February, 
1710, full of Tears and Merit, to be a 
Pattern for us that ſurvive, and awaken {| 
1 into à Senſe of our Duties by thoſe Ad- g 
mionitions in which, tho dead, he yet ſpeak- 
eth. The Works be bas left behind, are 
no more, as I am inform'd, than A Manu- 
al of Devotions for Wincheſter-College J 
An Expoſition on the Church Catechiſm, - 
for the Uſe of his Divceſe ; and this 
3 3 Pamphlet. 


* The Preface. 
Pamphlet. 4 for Eftate, he bad made the 


Poor his Executors during his Life, and 
had given away ſo much, that it was ſcarce 
zn his Power to bequeath enough for his 
own Burial. What remains for” me to ſay, 
|| 3s, Go thou and do likewiſe, and take his 
BY Cbaracter from the following Lines, in 

= which Mr. Dryden has very Oy 
and * y drawn bis FIRE 5 
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| He preach'd the Joys of Heaven, and Pans 


E | of He:1. EC - 
1 And warn'd the Sinner with becoming Zeal: 50 
. But on eternal Mercy lov'd to dwell. 


Hle taught the Go el, rather than the Law, — 
And fore d hint Bl 10e 


The Charakter wap a Your) Parſon, initeed 1 1 


: 1 His Eyes diffus d a venerable Grace, 
And Charity it ſelf was in his Face: 


Rich was his Soul, tho his Attire was oor; 8 85 


ee 0 Zhaucer, and enlarged. 


| Pariſh Prieſt was of the pilgrim 1 — 
An Awful, Rev'rend, and Religious Man = 


(As God had cloath d his own Amba ador) > 
For ſach, on Earth, his bleſs'd Redeemer bore. & 
Of Sixty Years he ſeem d, and well might laſt 
To Sixty more, but that he liv'd too faſt; 
ERefin d himſelf to Soul, to curb the Senſe, 
And made, almoſt, a Sin of Abſtinence. | 
Let, had his Aſpect nothing of ſevere, = 
4... ar ſuch a Face as promis'd him ſinceree: 
Nothing reſerv'd, or ſullen, was to ſee, ? 
Blut ſweet Regards, and pleaſing Sanctity; > 
Mild was his Accent, and his Action free. \ 
With Eloquence innate his Tongue was arm'd, 
I ThoharſhthePrecept, yet the Preacher charm'd, 
Por, letting down the Golden Chain from High, 
He drew his Audience upward to the x 
And oft, with holy Hymns,he charm'd their Ears, 
A Muſick more melodious than the Spheres ; 
For David left him, when he went to Reſt, 
His Lyre; and after him he ſung the beft. 
Hie bore his Great Commiſſion in his Look, 
But ſweetly temper'd Awe, and ſoften d all he 


drive but lov'd to draw 2 


I he leſs he 
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— 


Tbe al, of a good Parſon. 


For Fear but freezes Minds but Love, like Heat, 
Exhales the Soul ſublime, to ſeek her native Seat, 5 
To Threats, the ſtubborn. Sinner oft is hard, 
Wrapt in his Crimes, againſt the ſtorm pre par d; ap 
But, when the milder Beams of Mercy play, 
He melts, and throws his cumb'rous Cloak away. 
| Lightnings and Thunder (Heaven's Attillery) 
As Harbingers before th* Almighty fly: 
Thoſe but proclaim his Stile, and diſappear, 
The Stiller ſound ſucceeds ; and God is there. 
The T ythes, 
But never ſu d, or curs'd with Bel! and Book. 
. With Patience bearing Wrong, but off ring none, 
Since every Man is free to Joſe his own: _ | 
The Country- Chur les, accoading to their kind, 
(Who g grudge their Dues, and love to be behind) _ 
ought his Off rings,pinch'd the more 
And prais d a Prieſt, contented to be poor: 
Vet, of his little, he had ſome to ſpare, 


his Pariſh freel paid, he took; 


To feed'the famiſh'd, and to cloath the bare; "x 


For mortify'd he was, to that Degree, 
A Poorer then himſelf, he would not ſhe. 
True Priefts, he ſaid, and Preachers of his 2 
Wine only Stewards of their Sovereign Lord , 
Nothing was theirs ; but all the publick Store, 
Intruſted Riches, to relieve the Poor. IO 
Who, ſhou'd they ſteal, for Want of his Relief, I 
He judg'd himſelf accomplice with the Thief. 
Wide was his Pariſh; not contracted cloſe 
In Streets, but here & there a ſtraggling Houſ 
Yet ſtill he was at Hand, without Requeſt, 
Jo ſerve the Sick, to ſaccour the diſtreſo d; 
Temypting on F oot alone, without Afright, | 
The Dangers of a dark, tempeſtuous Night. 
All this the good Old Man perform'd * 
Nor ſpar'd his Pains, for Curate he had none, 
Nor durſt he truſt another with his Care; 
Nor rode himſelt to Paul's, the publick Fair, 
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And hun gry ſent the wile Fox away. 


Where Biſhopricks, and Sine-Cures are fold. 


But duly watch'd his Flock by Ni ght& Day, ! 
And from the prolling Wolf redeem d 80 


rey, _— 


The Proud he tam'd, the Penitent he chear d, 


Nor to rebuke the rich Offender fear'd ; 
 HisPreaching much, but more his Practice rags 
(A Living Sermon of the Truth he taught) 
For this, by Rules ſevere his Life he ſquar d, 
That all might ſee the Doctrine which they heard; 
For Prieſts, he ſaid, are Patterns for the ret; 
| 208 Gan Heaven, who bear the God impreſs 'd) 
But whenthe pretious Coin is kept unclean, 
The Sovereign's Image is no longer ſeen; 
If They be foul, on whom the People truſt, 
Well may the baſer Braſs contract a Ruſt. 
The Prelate, for his holy Life he priz d, 
The Worldly Pomp of Prelacy * pis d: 
His Saviour came not with 2 — How. 
Nor was his Kingdom of the W orld below; 4 
1 Patience 1 in Want. and Poverty of Mind, 1 5 
Theſe marks of Church & Churchmen he defi gn d, PE 
And living Taught, and dying left behind. 
The Crownhe wore was of the pointed Thorn: © 


In Purple he was Crucified, not Born, 


They who contend: for Place and High. Degree, _ 
5 bw not his Sons, but thoſe of Zebedes. 
Not but he knew the Signs of Earthly Power, 8 

Might well become St. Foter's Sucgeſſur. 
- The holy Father holds a double Rem, 
The Prince may keep bis Pomp, the Filher muſt | 


be plain : 


Such was the Saint, wha ſhone with = Grace, 


Reflecting, Hoſes-like, bis Maker's Face, 
God fa, his Image lively was expreſs d, 
And bis on Work, as in Creation, bletsd. 


„ Charafte f a, good Parſon, 5 
| To chaffer far Prefer ment, with his Gol d, 


1 : | The Character of a good Parſon. 1 1 — 


The Tempter ſaw him too, withenvious Eye, 
And, as on Job, demanded leave to try - 
He took the time when Richard was depos'd, 

And High and Low, with happy Harty clos d. 
This Prince, tho' great in Arms, the Prieſt 

EI nt... ĩðͤ 

Near tho he was, yet not the next in Blood. 
Had Richard, unconſtrain'd, refign'd the Throne, > 

A King can give no more than is his own; > 


I be Title ſtood entail'd had Richard had a Son, F 


Conqueſt, an Odious Name, was laid afide, 


Where all ſubmitted, none the Battle try*d. 


The ſenceleſs Plea of Right by Providence, 
Was, by a Flatt'ring Prieft, invented ſince, 
And laſts no longer then the preſent Sway, 
But juſtifies the next who comes in play: + 
The People's Right remains; let thoſe who dare 


Diſpute their Pow'r, when they the Judges are. 
He join d not in their Choice, becauſe he knew 


Worſe might, and often did from Change enſue: 


Auch to himſelf he thought, but little poke, 


And undepriv'd, his Benefice forfook : = 
Nou, thro' the Land, his Cure of Souls he 
And like a primitive Apoſtle Preach'd : 

Still chearful, ever conſtant to his Call; 


By Many follan d; lov by Moſt, alnird by Al. 
With what he begg d, his Brethren he reliev'd. 


And gave the Charities himſelf received. 
Gave while he Taught, and edify'd the more, 


| Becauſe heſhew'd by Proof twas eaſie to be Poor. 
He went not with the Crowd fo fee a Shrine; _ 


But fed us, by the Way, with Food Divine. 
In Deference to his Virtues, I forbear 
To ſhew you what the reſt in Orders were. 
This Brilliant is ſo ſpotleſs, and fo bright, 
He needs no Foil, but ſhines by his own pro- 
Ne 3 ſper Light. 
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ſtand and ſee if there be 
any Sorrow like unto my 


” | 
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AL L you that paſs by me, 


Sorrow); if it hath been 
done to any Reform'd, or 
| Proteſtant Church under 
rw as it is done unto me! O When 
will my Wounds be heal'd, my Ruins re- 
pair'd, my Deſolations and Waſtes hiniſh'd? 
When will the Barbarous be check'd, the 
| Licentious reſtrain'd, the profeſs'd Ene- 
mies of different Intereſts and Religion, 
which Perſecutes me, be ſubdu'd? When 
ſhall I ſettle upon the Eternal F oundation Y 
of Sound Doctrine, of Primitive Govern- 
ment, of an Holy and Pure Worſhip, of a 
Devout and Comely Order, to the Amaze- 
ment of the World,; to the Honour of Re- 
ligion; to the Glory of God; to the Peace 
E of the Whole Earth, and good Will towards 
B Men ? — 
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” 1 Behold! my Children are Bion 


tented; my Government is complain'd of; 


my Ordinances are negleted; my Mini- 


ſters are deſpis d;, my Peace is diſturb'd, 


: and my Safety endanger d. 


The Churches Senſe 
of Her Reproach Hear O Heavens, and give 


n Suffering. Ear O Earth! What could 


I have done, that I have 


not done? Have I not T aught the Truth 
of God fincerely ; giving Milk to Babes, 
and ſtronger Meat to them that were able 
to bear it, and the Oracles of God to All, 
04 Language they beſt underſtood? Have 
I conceal'd any Part of God's Sacred Coun- 
ſel from you? Have I not ſet forth, with 


all Plainneſs and Freedom, the bleſſed Full- 


neſs and Excellencies of my Lord Feſus 
Cphriſt, in ſuch a Manner and Meaſure, as 
I receiv'd from the Word and Spirit? Have 
1 not adminiſtred all the Ordinances of 
- God faithfully? Have I not enjoyn'd and 
taught all Vertue, and all Grace carefully, 


recommending to my Children, whatſoever 


Things are Good: whatſoever Things are 


True, whatſoever "Things are Honeſt; hat- 


ſoever Things are Fuſt; whatſoever Things 
are Pure; whatſoever Things are Lovely, _ 
whatſoever Things are of good Report; every 
holy Duty, every neceſlary Rule, and every.-'1 
1mitable Example ; with all the Advanti- 


ges of ſound Knowledge, powerful Preach- 


ing, and perſwalive Living, which, at once, 


Wore 


3 


were able to inform the Weakeſt; to re- 

claim the moſt Erroneous ; to reform the 

moſt Debauch'd; to ſatisfie the moſt Cu- 
lilous; and to ſilence the moſt Refractoryj?ꝰ 
Have not I prepar'd, with much Study 
and Induſtry; with many Prayers and 
Fears; with long Education, and diligent 
Care, reverend Biſhops, orderly Prelbyters, 


able Miniſters, Workmen rhat need not be 
aſham'd, duly Ordain'd, and call'd after an 


uninterrupted and Catholick Succeſſion 
throughout all Ages, agreeable to that Ori- 
ginal Inſtitution which was from FJeſtis 
hbriſt, the Great High-Prieſt, the true 
Prophet, the Sovereign King of the Church, 
the chief Preacher of e eg and 5 
Biſhop of our Souls? Have I not, 1 Fs 
Fee an Holy Care of a Suc- , 6 
ceſſion of Miniſters about holy Her Care, 5 

Things, who might divide the Word 


aright by ſolid Preaching; might wait up- 


on God ſolemnly by a devout and diſcreet 
Praying ; might convince Gainſayers by ac. 
cute Diſputing, might inſtruct the World by 
exact Writing; might maintain Peace and 
Order by wile. Governing; might reforn 
the World by holy Living 2 Hath it not 
been my Care and Endeavour to keep up 
the Soundnefs, Power, and Life of Chri- 
tian Religion? Have not I labour'd that 


my good People might every where have 


what 1 18 Necellary and Wholeſome for their 
| 8 RE Souls : 


FRA : 
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4 
Souls Good, in devout Prayers, in holy 


Sacraments, in powerful Sermons; where- 
by I defir'd (God knows) to preſerve 


wholeſome and ſaving Truth; to promote 


true Holineſs ; to ſet up a Religious Decen- 


cy; to malftain the wholeſome Form and 


Power of Godlineſs, in Truth, Peace, Order 


and Unity? Have not I held forth a holy 


> Light, Rule, and Life, in the plain Parts 
of Scripture every where read; in the Ar- 
ticles every Year acknowledg'd ;, in the 


Creeds and Catechiſm every Yer ex- 


; plain'd ; in the Liturgy. conſtantly e 

hs whereby poor Souls had a plain, eaſie, and 

ſure Way to Heaven, thro' an unfeigned 
Faith, 05 

Charity, a devout Humility, a good Con- 
Icience, and a holy Obedience to God and 


ncere Repentance , a Catholick 


Man, according to the Will of God unto all 


well-pleaſing 2 Do not I take care to inſtruc - 


the Ignorant diligently; to comfort the 5 


| Weak-hearted tenderly; to raiſe up them 
that Fall compaſſionately; to viſit thoſe that 
are Sick charitably ; to relieve thoſe that 
Want mercifully ; to bury my Dead that 
Sleep in Jeſus ſolemnly; to puniſh thoſe 
that do amiſs ſeverely; to reſtore them 


that have gone Aſtray pittifully; to in- 


ſtruct them that Oppoſe themſelves meck- _ 
iy; to frame a Way of Peace, Order, and 


Communion, (in which Brethren might 
happily dell * in Unity) pru- 
3 1 


for Parts and Piety, for 


for Conſcience and Inte- 
grity, for Grace, Learning, and Renown, 
know my Innocence lo far, that, as to the 
F oundation of Faith, and Rule of Holi- 


4 
dently, rationally, and Aist! 2 © what 


Failings of Mine, then, have occalion'd theſe 
| impatient Murmurs which I hear > What 
' Faults of Mine have rais'd thoſe bitter 
| Reproaches which I bear? What Enormi- 
ties of Mine have provok'd thoſe immi- 
nent Dangers which I fear? O why is it, 
that ye, who own my God as Saviour, who 
have ſubmitted to my Doctrine as your 
Rule, who have partaken of my Sacra- 
ments as your Refreſhment and Comfort ? 
O why is it, that ye Hate and Deſpiſe me, 
that ye Strip and Wound me, that ye 
Tear and Mangle me, that ye Impoveriſh 
and Debaſe me, that ye make me a Scorn, 
an Abonunation, an Hiſſing, and Aſtoniſh- 
ment to all that ſee me, a Derifion, and a 
Mocking to my Enemies round about 


me : ? 


Alas! all Men of Weight and Worth, 


Judgment and Ingenuity, . Her ee 


Her rule for 


neſs, I have only adher d to God's bleſſed | 


God 


Word: as to the Circumſtances and Cere- 
monies of Religion, I uſe in them, Pru- 
dently and Charitably, that Labeny and 
Power which, Ubelieve, is allow'd here for 


Peace, Order, and Decency, by | that bleſſed 
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n 


God who is not the Author of Confuſion; 


but of Peace, as in all the Churches of the 


Saints. If we may believe the Integrity of 
_ thoſe Reformers that ſettled this Church; 
| . whole Learning, Worth, and Piety, has 
deen confirm'd by the Teſtimony of fo 
| many Wile and Religious Princes, by the 
Approbation of fo many Honourable and 
Unanimous Houſes of Parliament; by the 
 Suffragesof ſo many Reverend and Learned 
Convocations; by the Applauſes of fo many 
other reformed Churches. If we may be- 
lieve the Preaching, Living, and Dying of 
ſo many Hundred Excellent Biſhops and 
Miniſters, or the Prayers and Proficiencies 


of ſo many Thouſands of Godly Chri- 


fſtians; or if we may believe the wonder- 
ful Bleſſings, and-ſpecial Graces of a Mer- 
ciful. God, atteſting the Verity, Integrity, 
and Sanctity of my Chriſtian Conſtitution | 
for many happy Years. Or, if you will 
believe even all Men in England, who 
have, by Oaths and Subſcriptions, by 
Vows and Proteſtations, refolv'd to main- 
tiain the Proteſtant Religion, as it was eſtab- _ 
liſh'd in the Church of England; who 
deſpair any where to find the Way of 
Truth and Peace, of Holineſs and -Hap- 
FPineſs, but, in the Uſe of thoſe Holy 
Mleans, and in the Exerciſe of thoſe Di- 
vine Graces, which accompany Salvation 
within me profeſs'd and enjoy'd. I know 


nothing 


. 


c : 


nothing Excellent in any Saen for out- 


ward Policy, inward Tranquillity, and 
eternal Felicity ; nothing that was Pious 
or Peaceable,: Me. 


or Spiritual, Orderly or 9 or any 


oral or Vertuous, Ritual 


way conducing to Truth Holineſs, to 


Grace or Vertue, to the Souls Edification 


and Comfort, which was not by Me enter- 


tain'd, with competent Maintenance, noble 
Encouragement, ingenious Honours, peace- 
able Serenity, and munificent Plenty, in 
which I Flouriſh'd ſo many Years, by 
God's Goodneſs, and Man's Indulgence. 


Alaſs! whatever have done in the Set- 


tlemenis of the Rites, Circumſtances, and 
Decencies of Religion, I have obſerv'd that 
Modeſty, Wiſdom, and Humility, that be- 
came a Church of Chriſt, in diſcreetly ang 
ingenuouſly complying with ſober, pri- 
mitive and venerable Antiquity in the 
Church, as far as it obſer vd the Rules of 
God's Word, and went not beyond the 
Liberty allow'd ; it, in Point of Order and 
Decency. O you are too knowing to be 
ignorant, and too ingenious to be inſen- 
0 of your Duty to God, and your Re- 
ſpe& to me; £0 was heretofore ſo much 
hildren, applauded by my 


hiv by my 
Friends, reverenc'd by my Neighbours, 


fear'd and envy'd by mine Enemies, for 
thoſe Spiritual Gifts, Miniſterial, Devo- 
|= tional, and Practical, which were evident- 


— 
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iy ſeen in me; thoſe Heavenly Influences 
which People receiv'd from me; thoſe 
pretious Examples, and frequent Good 
Works ſet forth by me; the bleſſed Ex- 
periences Men enjoy'd. within me; the 
charitable Simplicities exercis'd by my 
Members; the numerous Aſſemblies; the 


2 


frequent Devotions; the reverend Atten- 
tions; the unanimous Communions : $ tHe 


well grounded Hopes, and unſpeakable 


Comforts, which Thouſands enjoy'd, both 
Living and Dying, in Obedience to, and 


Communion with me; which, to impar- 


tial Men, were moſt pregnant Evidences, 


"and undeniable Demonſtrations of True- 
Religion, and a True Church, ſettled by 
the joynt Conſent, and publick Piety of a 

Chriſtian Nation. He was a Wiſe, Holy, 
and Reverend Son of my Boſom Who 


ſaid, That in the greateſt 
: Maturity of his Judgment, 


© and Integrity of his Conſcience, when 


© moſt redeem'd from juvinile F ervors, 
popular Fallacies, vulgar Partialities, and 


© ſecular Flatteries, he declar'd, to the pre- 
 * ſent Age, and Poſterity That ſince he 
© was capable to move in d ſerious a Search, 
and weighty a Diſquiſition as that of Re. 
© ligion is; as his greateſt Deſign was, 
through God's Grace, to find out, and 


« perſevere in, ſuch a Profeſſion of Chriſtian 


$ Religion, 3s hath moſt ot Truth and Or- 


"FR 


and holy 
not (apt from all 


© diviner Miſteries, 
1 « Doctrines, holier Morals, warmer Devo- 
tions, apter Rituals, or comlier Ceremo- 


and ſpecial Influences of God's 1 
9 c Spirit upon the Soul, thoſe | joynt Ope- | 


9) 


der, of Power and Peace, of Holineſs 
and Solemnity, of Divine Verity. and 
Catholick Antiquity, of true Charity 
Conſtancy: So he could 

Freſodiees and Pre- 
poſeſſions) find in any other Church ot 
© Church-way, Antient or Modern, either 


more of the Good He deſir'd, or leſs of 
© the Evil He would avoid, than He had 


a long time diſcerned, and, upon a ſttict 


* Scrutiny, more and more obſerv'd in the 


Frame and Form, in the Conſtitution and 


© ſettled Difpenſation of the CHURCH 


of ENGLAND. No where, ſays He, 
no where ſoundet 85 


© nials. All which together, by a meet 
* and happy concurrence of Piety and 
Prudence, brought forth ſuch Spirituals 
* and Graces, both in their Habits, Exer- 
© ciſes, and Comforts, as are the Quin- 


« teſſence and Life, the Soul and Seal of 
true Religion; 


thoſe more immediate 8 
holy 


rations of the bleſſed Trinity, for the 
Juſtification, Sandiitication, and Salvation 15 


„ -* of a Sino... 


1. Can you blame my 


| GOVERNMENT, that She juſtifetl ber 
Antient and Catholick Go. 


Govenrment. 5 


C vernment 


. ˙— ap eo 
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veernment of Godly Biſhops, which i is ſo 
' agreeable to right Reaſon; fo ſuitable to 
the Principles of due Order and Policy 
among Men; ſo conſonant to the Scripture 
Wiſdom, both in Rules and Patterns; ſo 
conform to the Catholick and Primitive | 
Way of all Chriſtian Churches, through- 
out all Ages, and in all Places of the 
World? Would you have me, againſt all 
Charity, Modeſty, Humility, or Equity, 
to fall away from the Apoſtolical Way 
of all Famous Churches, and Religious 
Chriſtians? Shall not I enquire of the 
former Age, and prepare my ſelf tothe ſearch 
of my Fathers? F or 1 am but of Teſterday, 
and know nothing : Shall they not teach 
me, and tell me, and utter Words out of 
5 their Hearts? Shall not I fland in the 
Vay, and aſk for the Old Way, which Mo 
the Good Way, and walk therein? 
Would you have me give Offence to the i 
| whole Chriſtian World, which either is, 
or would be Govern'd by Biſhops, as the 
moſt Apoſtolick, Primitive, and Univerſal 
Way? Would you have me diſown the 
| right Succeſlion of the Power Miniſte- 
|| rial, confer'd by Epiſcopal Hands unto 
this Day? Shall the Jewiſh Church have 
|! the Heads of their Tribes, as Biſhops and 
[fi Rulers over their Bretheren, the Prieſts 
$1188 and Levites, and the Chriſtian Church (in 


TI" imitation of them, as in other Particulars, 
| | {o * 


r . . TDOS 


ſtancy, Confeſſors; 


(1) 


ſoin this) have their Apoſtles, Evangiliſts J 
their Paſtors and Teachers, without Re- 
proach, and may not I? O it is certain 
that what is once Well Done, in a regular 

publick Way, is ever after done, as to the 
Permanency of that Vertue, which is al- 
ways in a great, and good Example. Shall 
I lay aſide Primitive and Right Epiſcopacy, 
which has ſuch Grounds from Scripture, 
both as to the Divine Wiſdom ſo ordering 
His Church among the Jews, as alſo by 
the Example, Precept, and Direction evi- _ 
dent from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and tage 
Holy Apoſtles in the New Teſtament; 
who prefer'd worthy Perſons for their 

Piety, Zeal, and holy Gravity, to exerciſe 


a2 Chriſtian Authority over Miniſters, and 
People, 


for their Soul's Good, which 
4 7 conſiſt with Charity and Humility, 


for the preſervation of the Church's Peace « 
and Purity, in the beſt and primitive 
Times; ſuch grave Perſons, as for their 
Age were Fathers; for their Innocency, 
ä Saints; for Induſtry, Labourers; for Con- 
for Zeal, Martyrs: 
for Charity, Brethren; for their Li ght. . 
Angels; and Venerable for all Rxcelloney > : 
And I own no other Biſhops, but ſuch in 
whom are the Vertues of the moſt Antient 
and Imitable Biſhops; the Induſtry of St. 
Auſtin, the Courage 'of St, Ambroſe, the 
Devotion of St. C89, the Learning of 
HR Nazianzen, 
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ene the Eloquence of St. Che 2 
ſtom, the Mildneſs of St. Cyprian, the 
Love of St. Ignatius, the Conſtancy of St. 
Polycarp, the Generoſity of St. Baſil; and 
thoſe who came neareſt the Apoſtolical 
Pattern, and reſemble, the moſt of any 
Chriſtians, or Miniſters, the Grace and 
Glory of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt. I en- 
deavour that my Biſhops may be among 
Chriſtians, the moſt Faithful; among Men, 
the moſt Civil; among Preachers, the moſt 
Painful; among Orators, the moſt Per- 
ſwalive ; among Governours, the moſt 
Moderate; among Devotionaliſts, the moſt 
--$ ervent; among Profeſſors, the moſt For- 
ward; among Strict-Livers, the moſt 
Exact; among Sufferers, the moſt Con- 
ſtant; the moſt Compleat every Way, and 
Perfect unto every good Work, Theſe 1 
take care ſhould be duly Choſen, ſhould 
be eſteem'd with Honour, and reverenced 
with Love. My Rule to them is, That 
they ſhould Govern with Vigilance, and 
concert Meaſures for the Good of thoſe 
Souls they are entruſted with the Di- 
rection of, with joynt Counſel, neither 
: levell'd with Younger Preachers and No- 


voices, nor exalted too much above the _ 
| Grave and Elder. I allow theſe Men an 


Honourable Competency, with 'Titles of 
Dignity, wherewith they may exerciſe a 
large Heart, and liberal Hand, which may 
| SE RR conciliate 


185 mitive Church? A Doctrine 


feilen Prapers, Praiſes, 


« 13. 
conciliate a general Reſped, and merit an 
Univerſal Love. My Direction to them 
is, That their Vertue and Piety may pre- 
| ſerve the Authority of their High Calling 
whereunto they are call; and this in the 
Order, Peace and Dignity of the Church, 
that they may be the Touch-ſtones of. 
Truth; the Load-ſtones of Love; the 
5 Standards of Faith; the Patterns of Holi- 
ne ſe; the Pillars of Stability, and the Cen- 


ters of Unity; ſuch as the Erromeous may 


X hate ; the Fabtious envy Good Men wy. 
love, and Bad Men may 8 
2. Can you blame my DOCT RINE, 
approvd by the Reformed, Fe - 
and agreeable with the Pri- ? te juke M Her 
according to Godlineſs, teaching all Men, 
that Denying all L. noodlineſs, and Worldly 
Luut, they ſhould live Righteouſly, Seberhy, 
and Godlily in this prefent World, © 
3. Do you find Fault with my DE- 
| VOTION in the Publick l ; . 
Worſhip of God, by Con- See Kn 


Devotion. 


Palms, and "other holy Gblations of a 


Rational and Evangelical Service, offer'd _ 


up to our God by the joynt Piety of all - 


Ny Children, ( the Kotral wer the Wa 


uc, the Commtenis Oratio) where no- 
thing is expreſs'd as my Mind, which I 
thought not — with the Mind of 

5 
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5 God's Spirit i in the Scripture? Nor do I 
know any Part of it to which a judicious 
Chriſtian might not, in Faith, ſay Amen, ta- 

king the Expreſſions of it in that pious and 
benign Senſe the Church intended, and the 
Words may well bear. Indeed the whole 
Compoſure of my Liturgy is (in my Judg- 

ment) ſo Wholeſome, ſo Holy, ſo Com- 


pleat, ſo Diſcreet, ſo Devout, ſo Uſeful, 


ſo Savoury, ſo Well-advisd, that I find no- f 
thing in the Eighteen Liturgies, compos'd 
in Ne Eaftern and Weſtern Church, that 
is Excellent, but is in this of Mine; and 
many Things which are leſs clear or ne- 
ceſſary in them, are better expreſs'd, or 
wiſely omitted here; the Whole being ſo 
order d as might beſt inform all People's 
Underſtandings; ſtir up their Affections, 
and quicken their Devotions, in a whole 
ſlome Form of found Words; ſuch as Moſes, 
David, and the Prophets, "and the Lord 
Jai, left behind them, ſolemnly recorded 
in the Scriptures. So that, according to 
the Primitive Care, I firſt laid down Scri p- 
ture Grounds in the Creeds and Confel- _ 
ions, and then I enlarg'd, and fix'd my 
Liturgies and Devotions, as near as I could 
to the Majeſty, Solemnity, Exactneſs, Una- 
nimity, and Fullneſs of publick Prayers, G 
upon all holy publick Occaſions, ſo plain- 
= ty, that the devout Soul knows well what 
CRE * mould deſire of God; and fo affectio- 


nately, 


15 


8 nately, that it earneſtly defires 1 in it, what 


it knoweth God allows ; and ſo atiform> 


ly, that it peaceably goes along with the 
| Congregation, with one Mind, and one 
Heart, in the Unity of Spirit, and in the 


Bond of Peace. 


Is it the RITES and CERE- 
MONIES I impoſe that 


diſpleaſe you? Alas! I find 85 be. 3 Her ö 


'Cer emonies, | 
the God of Heaven, whom 


we Worſhip indeed, enjoyning more C6 
remonies on his own People, and forbid- 
ding no holy Cuſtom to any Chriſtians, in 
order to advance the Decency and Order 
of his Service, or Chriſtians mutual Edi- 
fication; and joynt Devotion under the 
_ Goſpel. Th bleſſed Saviour has, by his 
Speer guiding the Pens and Practices of 
the Apoſtles, ſufficiently manifeſted the 
Power and Liberty given the Church, and 
the Governours of it; for the Choice ant 
L ſe of ſuch decent Cuſtoms, Rites, and 
| Ceremonies, as agree with Godly Manners, 
aand the Truth of the Goſpel, and may beſt 5 
ſerve for Order, Decency, Peace, Solemni- | 
ty, and mutual Edification of Chriſtians, 5 
agreed upon by publick Conſent, in which ; 
| every One's Vote is Perſonally included. | 
It's true as the Liturgy, fo the Ceremonies | 
have ſomething of Rome in them. For, to deal 
pPlökhainly, Idid freely, and juſtly, afſert to my 
on n Ute, and God's Glory, whatloever, on 


due 
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e 
due Tryal, was found to have the Stamp of 
God's Truth and Grace, or the Church's 
Wiſdom and Charity upon it. I would not 
"refuſe any Good that was found amongſt. 
them, becauſe it was mix'd with ſome 
Evil; but trying all Things, I held faſt that 
| which is Good, being intent upon the great 
Ends of Piety, Devotion, and Charity. 
It's true, I enjoyn my People an Inward 
Worſhip of Soul in Spirit, and in Truth 
before God; but withal, J enjoyn Outward 
Maorſbip of the Body (which is but a reaſon- 
able Service to God that made the Body) 
exemplary and ſignificant before Men in 
ſuch Habits and Geſtures, as may moſt con- 
Auce (by the Advice of the whole Church, 
for the private Spirit of the Prophets, in 
thoſe Things, ought to be ſubject to the 
* publick Spirit of the Prophets) to Reve- 
rtdence, Devotion, and Edification, in know—- 
ing, humble, meek, and quiet Spirits, righht- 
ly diſcerning the innocent Nature of ſuch | 
Things as are not prohibited, and fo indit- 
ferentz; and the Chriſtian Liberty allow'd 
{| to them, to ule thoſe Things indifferently 
|| when commanded, and to lay them aſide 
when not commanded. However, let the 
ft many Obligations to Unity, by the Truth 
pou joyntly profeſs, give you more Satis- 
faction, than the Occaſions of dividing the 
Ceremonies, in which you differ, give you 
_ Offence So that you may not, upon ſo 
en -- > - - ug 
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ſmall Occaſions in ſuch ſmall Matters, ſa- 


crifice to your private Paſſion, and Perſwa- 
ſion, the publick Peace and Proſperity of. 
{he Wente eſpecially, ſince I never heard 
of any ſober Chriſtian, or truly godly Mi- 
niſter, who (being in other Things pru- | 
dent, unblameable, and ſincere) did ever 
ſuffer any check of Conſcience, meerly up- 
on the Account of having been conformable 
to, and keeping Communion with me: 
l Nor did they ever complain of Ceremonies, 
Liturgy, and Epiſcopacy, as any Damps to 
their real Graces, or to their holy Com- 
munion with God $ bleſſed Spirit; but ad- | 
mir'd them as the United Influence: 15 the | 
joynt Conſent ; 
all good Chriſtians zin this Nation, who . 
. agreed with one Mind, and in 
one Manner, to ſerve the Lord in a Way : 
allow'd by the moſt pious of Princes; pra- 
Aiced by the beſt Nobility; own'd by the | 
1 wiſeſt Gentry; maintain d by the moſt. 
learned Clergy; and embraced by the moſt 
underſtanding fort of the Commons. 
low only ſuch Ceremonies as make Reli- 
dious Duties not more Pious, but more 
5 Conſpicuous not more Sacred but more | 
_ Solemn; 
2 Viſible, 
quicken my Children; to allure Others; 
to inſtruct and ou All. i 


the combin'd Devotion of 


Tal- 


not more Spiritual, but more 
Imitable, and Exemplary; t 


5 5 As N 


(15) 


5. A re you offended with my CANONS | 


and INJUNCTIONS? Is it fit that a few 


Men, whom Order and Policy have made 
- Inferior to Others, as the Rulers and Re- 
preſentatives of the Whole Society, ſhould 
prefer their own private Opinions and Judg- 
ments before the well-advis'd Reſults, the 
learned Counſels, the pious Endeavours, 
and folemn Sanctions of ſo many, Eminent 
for Piety, Prudence, Integrity, publick In- 
Huence, and juſt Authority ? 5 
6. Are my folemn FA STS and 


5 FEASTS your Grievances 2 Thoſe ſo)ꝛ! 
lemn Remembrances of God's Mercy to 


Men in Chrift, celebrated with Prayer, 5 


Praiſes, Preaching, Communicating 0 


God's Glory, and all ſober Chriſtians Im- 


provement, according to the known Prece- 
dent of the Jews, and the general Practice 


. of the Chriſtian Church? What harm is 


munion with that 


there if ſome Men, obſerving a Day, ob- 


ſerve it to the Lord, and others not obſer- 
0 a Day, obſerve it not unto the Lord? 


F. Do you reſent my Endeavours for | 
| UNITY and UNIFORMITY? Alas! 
I Fdefireonly that Men may ſincerely Wor- 


ſhip one True God, and profeſs the Faith 


of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that they may | 


be partikers of the Gifts and Graces of the * 


bleſſed Spirit, and ma wy have an holy Com- | 
oreable Trinity, and | 


With one another 1 in Love and Charity, as 


Chrillans, 


| ' 
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Chriſtians, enjoying the nobleſt Life, the 
ſweeteſt Society, and moſt Heavenly Fra- 

ternity ; imitating God ; emulating Angels: 
Children and Servants of Chriſt's Family; 
candidates of Heaven; expectants of Hap- 
pineſs; partakers of Grace, and daily pre- 
paring for Eternal Glory. That all Men 
who have been Call'd, Baptiz d, and Inftru- 


cted by lawful Miniſters here, in the Mi- 
ſteries, and Duties of. the Goſpel, may 


make a joynt and publick Profeflion of the 
_ Chriſtian Faith, and reform'd Religion, in 
the Name, and as the Senſe of the whole 
Nation, grounded upon the holy Scripture, 
guided alſo, and adminiſtred by that uni- 
form Order, due Authority, and holy 
Miniftry for Worſhip and! Government, 
which, according to the Mind of Chriſt, EY 
the Pattern of the Apoſtles, and the Pra- 
Rice of all Primitive. Churches, has been 
lawfully eſtabliſhed, by the Wiſdom and 
Conſent of all Eſtates i in this Kingdom, for 
God's Honour; the Church's Safety; the 
Publick Peace, "and the common Good of 
all Souls. = ; 
Bt Do I not allow you a oft LIBEI ITY 
to do ſuch Things pay i ly. and chear- 
fully, which are "moſt proper and advan- 
tagious ta the Nature and Excellency 3 
Men? To Think what is true; to Do 
what is fit: mand Enjoy What is juſt, in re- 
ference to God, Others, and your Selves : ? 
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1 have taken from you no Liberty but that 


of doing Evil. You are at Liberty to en- 
joy all the Comforts, Priviledges, and Or- 


dinances, which Chriſt hath inſtituted i in a 
holy Order, and regular Way, for private 
or publick Good; and to hope for that 
Reward and Crown which God, the Righ- 
teous Judge, hath promis'd thoſe that per- 


ſevere in Well-doing. My higheſt aim is, 


that you may have Liberty to exerciſe a 
good Conſcience, void of Offence towards 


Dod, and towards Man, that they may TT 
* N in all Things, tive Honeſtly. 


9. Are you diſpleas'd with my MEM- 
BER S” Alas! innocent Men, they pur- 


ſie after the Knowledge of, and Commu- 


nion with God, in order to a Rational, Re- 
ligious, Spiritual, Gracious, Perfect, and 
VUnchangeable Life; enjoying themſelves i in 
the bleiled Enjoyment of God, that ſatis- 


* lies all their Deſires, rewards all their Du- 
iies, requites all their Sufferings, compleats 


all their Happineſs; yea, crowns and per- 1 


fects True Religion. They endeavour that 


on Earth, which they hope for in Heaven, 


Vi. A right Knowledge, and a willing Per- 


formance, which, as reaſonable Creatures, 


they owe for ever to God their Maker, | 
Preſerver and Redeemer in Cbriſt. With 1 
this Religious Temper and Frame, of 


which themſelves are only Conſcious, they 
h Prepare for a bleſled and glorious Immor- 7 
tality, 1 


| 


"2. WY OY 
tality, with a ſincerity of Heart, and Up- 


rigghtneſs of Converſation, which hath no 
cther Rule but God's Word; no other 


End but God's Glory; no other Comfort 


but the conſtancy of this Diſpoſition to 
their Lives End. Innocent Men! they 


| look for one common Salvation; they ule 


one common Sacrament; they profeſs one 


Faith and Rule of Holineſs : they have 
one gracious Temper; the ſame inward 


Senſe of Duty and Devotion ; they walk 
in the ſame Order with the Catholick 


Church Over the Face of the Earth. 


10. Do you Envy my PATRIMONY 
and MAINTENANCE, what the Lac 
of God allows me, what the Goſpel hath 
provided for me, what the Piety of Elder 
Times hath beſtow'd upon me, what good 
Kings, Peers, and People, of their own, 
5 05 'd me with freely, Honouring the 
Lord with their oubſtance, that they who 
Serve at the Altar, might Live by the 
Altar? O why may not my Children that 
attend the Goſpel, live by the Goſpel, 
ſince they attend a Miniſtry as Venerable 
in its Myſteries, as Glorious in its Chief 
Miniſter, Jeſus; as painful to its Miniſters, |} 
and as comfortable to pious and devout | 
Souls, as the Miniſtry of the Law? Why 
are you offended that they of my Children 
who are Taught, ſhould communicate to 
them of my Children that Te ach in every 


good Thing 7 5 5 Do 
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11. Do you Malign at my | juſt POWER 
and AUTHORITY, whereby, with the 
Wiſdom, Gravity, and Integrity of ſuch _ 
Men as are inveſted with that Power, I 

may check all Abuſes and Diſorders in the 
Church; and by a well order'd Diſcipline, 
I may recover my ſelf to my former Glory 
and Renown, for which I was ſpoken of 


throughout all Parts of the World? 15 


132. Do you except againſt the private 
5 INFIRMITIES, the Perſonal Failings 4 


my BISHOPS and MINISTERS, 


leſs ſtrict and unblameable in their 9 3 

leſs painful in their Calling; leſs prudent 
©: 925 Undertakings; or leſs compaſſio- 

Nate in their Government? Tho' al the 


World knows, that within me Learning 


flouriſhes; Knowledge multiplies; Grace 
abounds; excellent Preaching thrives; 5 


Sacraments are duely adminiſtred, the 


Fruits of God's Spirit are mightily difus d E 
| Hoſpitable Kindneſs is exercis'd; Chriſfiag 
Charity is maintain'd; Plain-Fleartedneſs, . 
and Good-Works, c eminent: Tho' + . 
now the Chriſtian World cannot ſhew _ 
Men of greater Diſtinction than ſome of 
5 Clergy are, for well weigh'd Know- 
lege; for Chriſtian Courage and Patience; 
for fincere Piety; for indefatigable Ins. | 
duſtry; for Care and Vigilancy; for ex- 
emplary Vertue; for ſound Doctrine, uſe- 


ful. Writing, prudent — FY for a 
firm 
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firm Conſtancy; for fatherly Inſtructions, 
charitable Corre&tions, and imitable Con- 
verſations: Who guide the People with- 
out any allowed Licentionſneſs in Diſ- 


courſe; any Indecency in Devotion; any 


Irregularity in Adminiftration: In all 
which, according to the Sacred Direction 
8 God's Word, according to the Heaven- 
ly Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, through 
Faith in Jeſns Chriſt, they teach them to 
Worſhip the only True God, who is bleſ- 
ſed for Ever, as the admirable Inſtruments 
of God's Glory, and the good of Men's 
Souls: Teaching | them a fruitful, and 
effectual Faith; a lound and judicious 
Knowledge; an hearty and ſincere Love; 
a diſcreet and prudent Zeal; a ſevere and = 
through Repentance; fervent and devout 
Prayers; godly and unfeigned Sorrow ; 
ſpiritual and unſpeakable Comforts; well- 


grounded and ſure Hopes; a heavenly and 


holy Converſation ; a meek Obedience, and | 


_ Submiſſion, in the general Frame = -- 


Chriſtian Men's Carriag e. Tho? I have 


Men famous for e of Learning, 
Soundneſs of Judgment, Gravity of Man- 1 
ners, and Sanctity of Lives; yet, among 
my Ten Thouſand Miniſters, its likely _ 
ſome may do amiſs. If when there was 
but Three Men in the World, One was a 

Murtherer; if among Noah's Sons One of 


Three was Diſobedient 5 if among Jacob's 
Children, 


. Betts at — . INE _ 


1 
I i 
| 


N | 
Children, of Two, One was Prophane; 


if of Twelve Apoſtles, One was a Devil, 
another Diſſembled, and a Third Deny'd : 
bis Maſter; if among the Afian Angels, 


there is none but was to be Reprov'd; if 


among the few Preachers, there was a 

D EMAIL, that lov'd the preſent Morld, 
aDIOTREP HES, that lov'd the Prebe- 

minence; among my ſo many Thouſand 

Clergy, its not likely but ſome may fall _ 

| ſhort of the ſevere Exactneſs required in 


all Miniſters, who ought to be Patrerns 1 in 
good Works. 


Oh! my Clergy a are not © Angels, but 


8 Men, ſubſect to the like Infirmities with 
. other Men. If they fhould ſay they have 
no Sin, they world Deceive themſelves, 
and the Truth would not be in them: But 
if they Confeſs their Sins, be is Faithful 
and +, iſt to Forgive them their Sine, and 
to Cleanſe them from all Unrighteouſneſs. D 
Be Perfection the Glory of other Church- 
Members, the Glory of mine is Sincerity. 
Without all peraduenture, the moſt Holy, 
. * and. All-Seeing God, who walketh in the 
midſt of the Golden Canaleſticks, whoſe 
pure Eyes are moſt intent upon the Mini- 
ters of the Church, hath found Iniquity in 
bis Servants, the Biſhops, and other Mini- 
ſters, both as to their Perſons and Profeſ= 
# ion; all Things being open and naked 6 


Hin, with whom we e have to do. 


1. He 


( 25 3 


1. He Obſerves how many Conſecrated, 
and ſet apart to the ſervice of God, and 
His Church, in the Name, Place, Power, = 


and Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, and ap- 
proaching His gracious Preſence, with 


Aaron, in the Holy of Holies, in the glo- 


rious Manifeſtations of God, in Chriſt, to 


His Church, by Publick Ordinances, and 

Spiritual Influences, have not ſo Sanctifisd 
the Name of the Lord their God, in their 
Hearts, and Lives, in their Doctrines, and 


Duties. 


2. The great Searcher of Hearts knows 
how rafhly many of His Miniſters Under- 


take, how careleſſly they Manage that 


great and terrible Work, under which 

Angels may ſwoon, and great Apoſtles cry, 
Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? How 
vulgarly they Converſe; how lazily they 


Live; how loofly they Behave themſelves; : 


how ambitiouſly they Deſign; how cove- Y 
toully they Reach ; how enviouſly they 
_  Repine; how unexemplary they Walk, 
FE unworthy of the Favour and Indulgence 
| ſhew'd them, to the amazement of their 
__ High Calling; the diſhonour of their Pro- 
4 e to the forfeiture of their Dignity 
And plenty „and the endangering of their 
Peace anc $afery. 
3 He that is about our Paths, and about 
our Dwelling, has taken Notice, how Un- 


by mere, , and Irreverently, 


how : 
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how Partially, Popularly, and Paſſionate- 
ly, how Formally, and Vainly, without 
any Power of Godlineſs, Life of Religion, 
{ome perform the Work of God, the great 
Work of Eternal Concernment to our own 
and other Men's Souls. 
4. He whoſe Eyes ſee, and whoſe Eye- 
Lids try the Children of Men, hath looked 
down from Heaven, and obſerv'd the Ini- 
quity of ſome Men's holy Things, their 
dead and unreafonable, inſtead of a living 
and acceptable, Service, He hath look d 
into that ſupine Negligence which hath 
ſunk ſome Men's Miniſtrations below the 
juſt Majeſty, Solidity, and Gravity of 
_ Goſpel Diſpenſations: Others, by an affect- 


ed Height and Depth, for want of plain *' 


Inſtruction, and curichle Condeſcending, 
Amuſe the poor People, who know not 
What they Say, nor whercof they co 
Affirm. 
5. He that will pn e and ſet Men” 5 


5 1 5 Sins? in Order before them, hath obſerv'd 


ſome Men's remiſs Compliances, and others 


exact Rigours (according to their private 
Iempers, Judgments, and-Paſſions) where- 


by they ſwerve too much from that juſt 


| 7 Charity, Diſcretion, Legality and Con- 


ſtancy which my Canons intended, and 
my Conſtitution, Health, and Peace 
required: Eſpecially in their peeviſn 


touchineſs when ſo many Subtle and 


Envious 


8 
Envious Sectariſts lie in wait to deſtroy 
Vet my Church-Men's Exorbitancies, 
are not my Conſtitutions; their Failings, 
are not my Frame; their Infirmities, are 


not my Nature; their Fall, is no more 
mine, who diſallow it, than the Angels 
fall may be the Heaven's that forbid it. 
Their Weakneſs is Humane, my Authority 
is Divine; that Charity which thinketh no 
Evil, will not lay upon me thoſe Enormi- 
ties which I forbid by a Law, which! 
_ reſtrain by Diſcipline, which I mourn for 
in mine Humiliation, and diſcountenance 
in thoſe great Patterns that ſhew a moſt _ 
excellent Way. Theſe Sins (O the Chriſtian 
World! ) are Tranſgreſſions of my Law, 
Affronts to my Authority, and Obſtacles | 
that defeat the Wiſe Deſigns of my Ca- 
nons and Injunctions. O that my Apology 
qere Written, yea, Printed in a Book, for 
the ſatisfaction of the World, That the 
| Good that I would do, I cannot do; and the 
Evil that I would not do, that I do! I find 
a Law of my Members againſt the Law of 
my Mind: So that it's no more I, but the 
Sins, and Sinners, that dwell in nme. 
I .t's you; it's you; whom I have nou- 
riſh'd, and brought up as Children, whom 
have encouraged as Miniſters; whom! 
have promoted as Governours: It's you 
that have brought this Reproach and Dan- 
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ger upen me. When I had, with heroick 
Patience, endar'd the Oppreſſion of Adver- 
ſaries; by 2 Chriſtian Prudence fruſtrated 
the Attempts of Sciſmatieks; by an Ex- 
emplary Humility and Piety turn'd the 
Hearts of my Enemies; by a Miracle of 
ene happy, and unexpected Reſtoration, ſi- 
lenced the Mouths of all Men: Lou, my 
Sons, open'd the Mouth of Scandal, ſtreng- : 
then'd the Cry of Reproach, raisd the 
- Clamours of the Envious. Oh! if an Ene- 
my had done this, I cou'd, with the ſame 
_ Chriſtian Courage 1 then ſuffer'd, have 
born it; but it's you of my own Boſom, = | 
3 amily, and Profeſſion. O you, my Cler- 
gy, whom I expected more Glorious, more 
Eſteem'd, more Reverenced before all the 
World. after your repeated Sufferings; who 
coming out of the fiery Furnace of your 


former Diſcouragements , might ſhinebrigh- 


ter than even you did with the Love of 


Chriſt, and of Me His Church, both as to 


276 the care of thoſe private Charges, and pub- _ 


lick Inſpections, committed to you in ex- 
cellent Order, and by due Authority; and 


l expected, that neither Pride nor Envy, 
Pomp nor Popularity neither Coveteoul- 
neſs nor Ambition, ſhouw'd diſtra& the 


Thoughts, divide the Hearts, exaſperate 
the Humours, or provoke the Reproach of 
an Incenſed People, againſt my Order and 
Government, 30g the Good ef all ſorts of 
Chriſtians, 


R 0 > * 8 2 8 8 


* Chriſtians. | Whoſoever of you, -vopelihe 
ſtanding the Miracles of your Sufferings 
by, and Reliefs from, Popery and Preſty- 
tery, at ſuch a Time as this, when the 
Mouth of Hell is open againſt me, ſhall 

open any other Mouth to joyn in the Cry 
againſt the Church, give Life, or Tongue, 
to any ſcandalons Sin, and ſet that to its 
 Clamans de Terra, crying from the Ground; 
that by Luxury or Sloth, by Coveteoul- 
neſs or Extortion, by Inſolence or Pride, 
by Careleſſneſs or Looſeneſs, by Diſorder | 

and Irregularity, ſhall juſtifie Mens Malice 
againſt me, and by thoſe Means perſwade 
credulous and caſie People, that all is True 
which hath been ſaid of me, all is juſt 

that hath been inflicted upon me; I know 9 
not what Woe is heavy enough 'for him: 

O alas! my Brother ! O it had been bet- 
ter for him he had never been born. 
My Doctrine I can maintain, my Diſci- 
pline I can aſſert, my Conſtitution I A 
| HAIRY my Ceremonies J can vindicate. 
Tou, you, O my Sons, I cannot juſtifie. Wo 
is me, that muſt bear your Reproach, and 
| cannot gainſay it. Five Things there are 
that tend equally to mine and your own 
Ruin, with which I muſt charge you be- 
„ owe the World: Five Things that will in- 
ſenſibly undermine my famous Fabrick, 
, which has been the Care and Labour of lo 


wy Years, when Erected, and the Mi- 


racle . 
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ll racle of former Years, in which it was re- 
ſtor'd to its wonted Grandeur. Theſe five 
{ad Particulars are, 1. Undue Ordination. 
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2. Looſe Propbaneneſi. 3. An Unc onſcion- 


able Symony. 4. Encroaching Pluraltties. 
1 e Non- 1 dence. 
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CHAP. 11 


The Church of England's Reſentment 


. Vndue· Ordination. 
| Lihough I am well fatisfy'd Chat- 


ever the Romaniſts and other Sects 


have of late ſuggeſted) that my Ordination 
is Authentick, Primitive, and proper, in the 
Form of it, is Valid in the Author, being by 
Men Ordain'd in an uninterrupted Succeſ- 
ſion by the Biſhops of the firſt Ages, as 
they were by the Apoſtles, and the Apo- 
ſtles by Chriſt, who was Ordain'd by God 
Himſelf; and is regular and legal in the 
, Circumſtances of it, being agreeable to the 
Eſtabliſh'd Laws of the Realm; yet, not 
without much regret, muſt 1 confeſs, that 


folemn Inveſtiture of Men to the great 


Calling of Miniſters, fallen much below 
its native Glory, much ſunk in its primi- 


tive Sacredneſs and Reverence, and ex- 


treamly decay d in its firſt Eſteem and Hon- a 


our, becauſe my Right Reverend Biſhops 


| have, through lnadverteney, beſtow'd the 
Honoug = 
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1 Honour of that t High. calling, 1. Upon the 


Young. 2. Upon the Unlearned. 3. Up- 


on the Debauch'd, and, 4. Upon the 
; Factious. . 
Wo is me, when L have thoſe that Teach. | 
before they have Learn'd : That I have 
thoſe that would Inſtruct others, and have 
need themſelves to be Inſtructed which 
are the firſt Principles of the Doctrine of 
Jieſus Chriſt, Inſtead of the Antient Fathers 
we have Children who are made Prieſts in 
| all Lande, whoſe Numbers, as | am credi- 
|". bly: inform'd, are more than 3000, For- 
mer Limes honour'd my excellent Clergy _ 
for their Age and Gravity; reverenc'd 
them for their Learning and Auſterity ; 
eſteem'd them as the Wonder of the World: 


and ſaid, Aſk thy Father, and He will ſhew 


Adee, thing PER FR they ſhall tell thee + 

125 This ſlights them for their Youth and |} 

Weaknels, for their Ignorance and Unex= | 

perience, as Perſons that are but of Yeſter- 
day, and know nothing. As the Patriarchs 
| ſeparated their Firſt-born for the Prieſthood, 

and Moſes and Aaron reſerv'd themſelves 

many Years for their Miniſtries, and the 

Law prepar'd Men 30 Years for the ſacred 

Service; and the bleſſed Feſus,the Preacher 
[a Righteouſneſs, enter'd not until the Thir- 
tieth Yearof His Age upon the great Work 

of the Miniſtry, So my Biſhops knowing 
2 ro behave themſelves in the Work of 


Goa, 


. 
God, which is the Church of the Living G04. 2 5 
the Pillar and Ground of Truth, took heed 
to themſelves, and the Flocks, over which 
the Holy --Ghoſt had made them Overſeers, 
that they laid Hands ſuddenly on no Man, 
neither were partakers of other Mens Sins, 
but kept themſelves pure. I had Reverend | 
Men for my Prieſts, that evidenced them- 
_ ſelves Patterns of oO Works ;, in Doctrine, 
| ſhewing Uncorruptneſs, Gravity; Sincerity, 
ſound Speech that cannot be condemn'd. 
They were Blameleſs, Sober, Fuſt, Holy, 
= Temperate; their Judgments were ſettled, 
their Paſſions were allay'd, their Affections 
| were compos'd, their Aion were advis'd, 
bmw Converſation exa# and uniform. Bur 
ſince every one has almoſt done what is good 
in his own Eyes, my young Miniſters have 
| | been unſtable in all their Ways, unſettled 
iin their Minds, raſh in their Undertakings, 
impudent in their Carriage, weak in their 
| Diſcourſes, unexperienced in their Behavi- 
bur, ta the Grief of good Men, who eſteem _ 
3 Miniſters very highly i in Love for their 1 
Works ſake, to the j joy of thoſe Evil Men 
that have ill Will to Sion, and cry, aha, 
aba, fo would we have it. O Young Men 1. 
who requireth theſe Things at 7 your Hands 
Why do you run before I am willing to 
ſend you? O how dare you take this Office | 
pon you, until you are calFd with ſolemn _ 
= Preparation as was Auron ? Are not you 


fraid 


—_ 
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8 afferid (now you have newly paſod the - - 


Elements of Philoſophy, and the firſt Prin- 


ciples of Nature) to look into thoſe My- 
ſteries which the Angels deſire to look in- 
to, to ſearch into that Knowledge which 
. paſſeth, all U nderſtanding? Are not you af- 
fraid to aſcend that Pulpit which Luther 
ſaid he never came into (tho very Learned 
and Aged) without Fear and Trembling? 
Are not you affraid to undertake thir 9 
dreadful Work, from the Execution of 
Which the Prophets fled, the Fathers 
ſhrunk- back, and the Primitive Paſtors en- 
deavour'd to be excus'd? Do you know 
wat you do, when you undertake to be 
Embaſladors, in Chriſt's ſtead, to bring 
back the World to God; to be Co-workers 3 
with God in the ſalvation of Souls; to be 
Angels of the Church; to be as Stars! in 
God's Right Hand; to be Stewards of the 
| Myſteries of God, 'to watch for pretious 
Souls, as they that muſt give « an Account? | 
Did not Philoſophy think you unfit, O |} 
Young Man! to hear Morals, and ſhall Di- mM 
Linity admit you to read Divine Lectures 
How can you, in the heat of Youth, in the — 
vigour of Luſt, appear in the World, per- 
ſpwading Men to mortitie their Alfeckions, 0 
and to ſubdue their ſinful Appetites? With 
what hope can you endeavour to compoſe < 


the World to that great Role, to which 


LL you cannot compoſe your ſelves? How 


imper- 


— — 
— Ars 


—— 


"94 F- 
weakly will you Diſcourſe? How impru- 
dently will you Deal? How contemptibly 
will you Live among a ſtay'd and diſcreet 
People,wiſer than you in their Generation? 
The Goodneſs of God having furniſh'd 
Man with two chief Inſlruments (faith an 
incomparable Author) both neceſſary for 


to deviſe great Things: The one is not 
Profitable longer then the Vigour of Youth 
_ doth ſtrengthen it, nor the other, greatly, 
turn'd to Account till Age and Experience 
have brought it to Perfection. 


9 


O Debauch d Men Ordain dl. 
Ou an fes alien, Blachen d, he 
_ WV Sanquary of all Prophaneneſs? Am 
Ja Refuge for all Licentiouſneſs? Whom 
a ſtrict Colledge expells, whom a ſevere. 


Men note with a Mark of Hatred and Ab- 

huorrence, muſt I admit to my Sacred Or- 
der, and honour with my moſt Solemn 
Miniſtrations? O] my Reverend Sons, 


impertinently will you Converſe? How * 


this Life, Hands, to exerciſe; and a Mind. 


Univerſity diſcountenances, whom civil 


| what, de you bring a Man to teach he 


without God in the World? — What, do 


you ſend them to Speak of that God who 


World a God, and His Service, who is 


is not in all their Thoughts? Why are 
they employ'd to propagate the Knowledge 
of God, who deſire that the Knowledge of 
the Holy One may ceaſe from them? To 
what purpoſe do they Preach an Holy 


Life, who never intend to Live it? Why 


„ do 2 put thoſe poor Souls to pray for 
thoſe Thin 


Things of God, which they do not 
deſire? Jo read that Bible which they 


do not believe? To bind thoſe heavy Bur- 
thens upon the People, which they them- 
ſelves do not intend to bear? To teach 
that on the Sabbath demurely, which they _ 
will contradi& throughout the Week pro- _ 
phanely. You, O Right Reverend Fathers, 


caught Men to deny all Ungodlineſs and 


Worldly Luſts, and to live Soberly, Juſt- 
lvy, and Godlily in this preſent World, and _ 
will you ſuffer Men to go from among 
Fou, to teach all Ungodlineſs and World _ 
ly Luſts? Alas! one and the fame Man, a 
Divine and a Beaſt ! What! conſecrated to 
So, and devoted to Sin! An Abomina- 
tion in the Holy Place ! -—— Behold thou _ 
art called a Miniſter, and reſteſt in the Law, 
And makeſl thy Boaſt of God, and knoweſt = 
Di Will, and approveſt the Things that are 
more excellent, being inſtructed out of the 
| Law, and art confident that thou thy ſelf 


art a Guide to the Blind, a Light to them 


 nbich are in Darkneſs, an Inſtructor of the 


Fooliſb, a Teacher of Babes, which baſt the 
dd HEE "T2 | 


. ; U ERS 
” " - r . „ ys 8 A -  _ 
mM * x 4% 4 KLE D _ YO ES - 4 — 
r e 2 hoes SYED oe >: 5 2 A 
.. c. 
. 


„ 


* 30 


"= of Knowledge, and f the Tr * in ks 
Law: Thou, therefore, that teac he anot her, 
teacheſt thou not thy ſelf? Thou that preac b. 
eſt a Man ſeould not Steal, doft thou Steal 2 
Thou that ſay'ſt a Man ſhou'd not commit 
Adultery, haſt thou committed Adultery 2 
Thou that abhorreſt Idols, doſt thou commit 
Sacriledge? Thou that makeſt thy Boaſt of 


the Law, diſhonoureſt thou God? For the 
Name of God is blaſphem'd s + the Peo- 
: pl — Jon. 7 


RR, 


5 


8 E 0 T; 111. 
E anhand Men Ordain, 2500. 


 Tuffer the moſt daring Ignorance to »ſiurp 
the Sacred Office, much more to conſecrate 


it to it. The Miſcarriages in the Days of 1 


| 5 Anarchy and Rebellion want nothing to com- 


pleat them but to be hallow'd. The Ca- 
tholicł Church never entertain'd a Miniſtry 


but what was qualify'd, either with extra- 


ordinary Gifts from Above, or with human 
Learning from Below, by Which the Mind 
being inſtructed and improv'd in all the 
en of Wiſdom, and Knowledge, which 


are 


A M aſham'd that Ignorance, which for- 5 

4 EL merly found Preferment, ſhou'd now 
find Orders too; and I ſhould ſettle them 
legally in that, whereunto L always ſaid they 

had illegally intruded. It was too much to 


if 


9 1 
f part of the Glay and Image of God in 
3 by this Learningall Truths are clear- 
ly unfolded. How do you think poor Souls {| 
can clear Divine Truths, lying hid in the 0 
Depth, Darkneſs, and Ambigulty of Origi | 
nal Words, without ſkill in Languages > | 
How can they maintain the Truths I have 4 
eſtabliſh'd, and confute the Errors I have | 
condemn d: How can they detect the Fal- 
lacies with which my poor People are de- 
luded, convince the Gainſayers, with whom 
Tam troubled, and difcover thoſe Sophiſms 
in which miſtaken Souls wrap themſelves, 
' darkning Wiſdom with Words without Un- 
 derſlanding, without the Art of ſound Rea- 
ſoning? How can they convey the Holy 
Truths they are furniſh'd with to Others, 
without an holy Eloquence, a ſacred Per- 
ſwaſion and Rhetorick, which may com- 
mend them to Mens Minds, and enforce 
them upon their Hearts? How can they 
ſatisfie themſelves and Others in the Con- 
troverſies of this Age, without the Obſer- 
vations, Hiſtories, and Cuſtoms of former 
Ages, and ſtanding ; in the Ways, and aſking 
' for the Old Way, which is the good Way, 


>) 


4nd . alk therein, and ſo ud Reſt for our 
Soult. 5 
| . How is it poſlible for theſe poor Cs 
| tures to underſtand ſundry Pailages of 
. Scripture, depending upon Propriety of 
Words and Idioms, or upon the Cuſtoms, 
Rites, 5 


— K 3 Wel 2 
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2 (3) * 
Rites, Proverbs; Forms | Uſages, Lows, Offi- 
ces, and Antiquities of the Aſſprian, Perf lan, 


5 Greek, and Roman Governments, without a 


competent Portion of human Learning? 
My Religion was as the King's Daughter, 
all glorious within, attended on by Arts 

and Sciences, thoſe Handmaids who cloath'd 
her with Garments wrought with Needle- 
works of divers Colours, Embroidering her 
with Pathetick Elegancies, with ſolid Elo- 


| quence and Orations, with Sublimity and 
Gravity, with Method and Vivacity, with 


excellent Morals, and uſeful Obſervations 
of the moſt conſummate Underſtanding. 


But now alas! it's expos'd to a prophane 


World, with the ridiculous Impertinencies, 
and fooliſh Adventures of Men Zeæalous, but 
not according to Knowledge, What empty 


Diſcourſes do I here? What incoherent _ 
Notions do I read ? What vain Tritles am 


1 troubled with? _ 

Ihe Law was publiſh'd by Moſes, lar: 
| ned in all the Learning of the Fgytians; 
the Goſpel was propagated by St. Paul, bred = 
up at the Feet of Gamaliel, in all the Vari- 54 


c.ties of Heatheniſh and Jewiſh Literature. 


The Primitive Fathers (as Clemnens Alex. 
Euſebius, Tertullian, St. Auguſtine, St. Am- 
broſe, Minucius Felix, Lactantius, &c.) main» | 


tain'd the Faith fo propagated by their com- 
pPrehenſive Learning. Therefore I have 


taken care that none mould be admitted to | 
Hoy |. 


\ 
@j 


| holy Orders, but they who are approv'd by 
ſober and wiſc Men, as who have given them- 
| Coe wholly to thoſe Things; that their 
profiting may appear unto All, as Men of 
whom there 1s ſome Hope, becauſe of their 
promptneſs of Wit, quickneſs of Conceit, 
faſtneſs of Memory, clearneſs of Under- | 
ſtanding, ſoundneſs of Judgment, and re- 
dineſs of Speech; that they may in time, 
by Art and] aduſtry, Obſervation and Ex- 
perience, become ſkillful Linguiſts, ſubtle 
Diſputants, copious Orators, exact Criticks, 
comprehenſive Hiſtorians, profound Di- 
vines, and powerful Preachers; that through-. 
out theſe Kingdoms, I may have thoſe \ ah 5; 
may ſettle the People rightly, inſtruct the 
Igsnorant clearly, fatisfie thoſe that are in 
Doubt fully, detect the Seducers skillfully, 
and promote Piety and Peace ſucceſsfully. 
Able, uponallOccaſions,to impart Spiritual 
3 Gifts to the People of God, whereby they 
may be eſtabliſh'd, and to ſpeak wick uch 
Siufficiency, Pertinency, and Conviction, in 
ſome good meaſure of Proportion to the 
Quickneſs and Ripeneſs of the preſent Age, 
ſhewing in their Doctrines, Uncorruptneſs. 
Gravity, Sincerity, ſound Speech which cans 
not be Condemn'e gs they which are of the © 
contrary Party may be aſham'd, having no 
Evil to ſay of them, O what wiſe and ho- 
| neſt hearted Proteſtants (who hath any 
* care of Poſterity or — — for the _ 5 
F nds 


4” 
b 
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finds not a ſad Defporkdeticy, with an koty 


Impatience ariſing in his Soul, while he 


ſiees ſo many Weak Shoulders, ſuch un- 


waſh'd Hands, ſuch unprepar'd Feet, ſuch 


raſh Heads, ſuch empty Souls, as are now | | 


ſuffer'd publickly to intrude themſelves 


upon all holy Duties, all ſacred Offices, all 
| ſolemn Myſteries, all Divine Miniſtrations, =] 
with equal Inſolence and Inſufficiency, be⸗ 
ing, for the moſt part, ſo much the more 


Arrogant and Preſumptious, by how much 
they are the more groſſly Ignorant. In 


whom you cannot diſcern any, either Ra- 
tional or Religious, Orderly or Honeſt, Ex- | 
preſſions the leaſt proportionable to what 
was obſervable in my ſolid Miniſters, my 
moſt acute Scholars, and moſt profound 
1 Divines, who have hitherto been my: Sup- 
port and C Ornament. 


Certainly, Right Reverend F athers, you 


will not ſo debafe and undervaluethe Evan- 
gelical Offices of Chriſt, as to admit every 
Pretender and Obtruder to Officiate, with- 
out due Examination, or Approbation from 
thoſe with whom that Commiſſion and 
Power hath been ever depoſited in a regu- 
lar and viſible Succeſſion from Chriſt, the 
great Exemplar or Original, altho' (duly 
__ conſidering the Diverſities of Gifts from 
the ſame Spirit) you are not to exclude any 
Mio deſt Perſon (tho' of meaner Parts and 
tis improv'd e if bt 15 brought 


vp 


41 


up pity; is affected Piouſly, and live 
Orderly, from a Place in Chriſt's Miniſtry, 


where one may Sow, another Reap, accor- 
ding to the ſeveral Gifts and Diſpenſations 8 


of the ſame God Who worketh all, and 


in all. 


— 


CHAP. . 


The Church of England's 8 Reſentment 


of Jeanaaious P rophaneneſs. 8 


\H! you that are my Sons, why S : 
you theſe Things ? For 1 hear of all , 


| your evil Dealings by all this People. My 
Dod Above looks upon you,and i is provok'd, 


the bleſſed Angels ſee you their F ellow TE 


| Servants (for you are a Spectacle to Go 
and Angels) and are greived; wicked 
Men obſerve you, and blaſpheme God: ; good 
Mien behold you, and are aſham'd: 1s this 


the Return you make to a gracious God, to 


diſhonour him? Is this your Kindneſs to 
me, to undo me? Is this your Gratitude 
for the publick Favour of the Crown and 
Parliament, to be utterly unworthy : 2 Re- 
ligion hath honour'd you with an high 
Calling; you betray it; your Princeshaye 
vouchſafed you Royal p a 

Her; honeſt People afforded you their - 
Pin 205 8 you Deceive them. : 


vours; you ſhame _ 


C 1 1 24 8 * i 


ſcandalous Pamphlets 
2 9 5 Written 5 


by 4 
x * 

- 

4 1 
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Written againſt you, but I neglected them 
as Slanders and Calumnies. I heard the 
late Complaints and Outcries ; but ſlighted 
them, as I do Envy, Malice, and Hatred. 
Areadful Things were daily ſuggeſted a- 
gainſt you; great Things were daily of- 
fer'd for you; the Faction reviv'd, the 
Orthodox maintain'd your Cauſe. Sober 
Men write for you, but now you confute 
Mich excusd you, but you 
contradi& them; Good and Great Men 
| ſpoke for you, but you will not believe 
: them, Oh! your Careleſſneſs! Oh! your 


them; Holy 


 Indifference in Matters of Religion! Oh 


bow negligently you do the Work of the 
| Lord, when you know God is ſerious in 
the Word He ſpeaks, in the Judgments He 
| inflids, in the Mercies He beſtows! When 
1 Lo know Chriſt is ſerious in Redeeming 
i! Souls, the Holy Ghoſt is ſerious in SanRi- 
Fying them, the Devil is ſerious in Un- 
doing them; the whole Creation is ſeri- 
| How you trifle _ 


dus round about you! 


Eternit)? Do you, preach for Immorta- 


lüry? Are you ſent of God? Are you here 
to Tave Souls, and yet, Gallo like, care for | 


ty and unprofitably do you Talk! How 


with Immortal Souls! How you play with 

the great and terrible Work of the Mini- 
try! How faintly do you Pray! How 
unconcern'dly do you Preach ! How vain- 


Or ö 


none of thoſe Things? Woe is me to ſee 
you walk in the Counſel of the Ungodly, 
ſtand in the Way of Sinners, and fit in the 
Seat of the Scornful, whoſe Delight ſhould 
be in the Law of the Lord, in whoſe Law 
you ſhould Meditate Day and Night. Where 
is that ſerious Holineſs, that crown'd, that 
ſolemn Gravity; that adorn'd, that fevere | 
_ Virtue; that advanc'd my Sober Miniſters, | 
my Reverend Paſtors, and Holy Men? 
Where is thy Pious and Fervent Spirit, O 4 
| Devout Hall! Where is thy Gracious Tem- 
per, Excellent Uſher ! Where is thy Even 
and Unſhaken Frame, Serious Hammond! 
Where is thy Virtuous Deportment, Fa- 
mous Morton! Where is thy Rational, well- _ 
Weigh'd, and ſtay'd Soul, moſt Venerable 
Sanderſon) Where thy Patience, Reſigna- 
tion, and Humility, moſt Learned Sencroft! 
Where is thy unaffected Modeſty, fix'd 
Integrity, immoveable Fidelity, unerring 
Capacity, and extenſive Charity, O Boun- 
tious Ward! Thy undefigning Simplicity, 
unwearied Induſtry. unf peel Loyalty, 
and well-natur'd Affability, molt Intelli- 
4 gent 7 Lab 21 Thy unchangeable Sincerity, _ | 
approv'd Honeſty, undiſſembled Sanity, 
unequal'd Hoſpitality, invincible Theology, 
O Magnanimous White ! In England, as in 
; Ramah, there is a Voice heard, Lamentation, 
& | and Weeping, and great Mourning ;, I, as 
Rachel, Weeping for my excellent Children, 
"+ ant they are note. G2 Alt 
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Alas! alas! for your Debauch'd Cour- 
ſes! An Holy Calling, and an Unholy 
Life! Spiritual Perſons, and yet live after 
the Fleſh! A clean Garment, and an un- 
clean Heart! Servants of God, and yet 
Slaves of Sin! Reverend in your Function, 

and yet Shameful in your Practice! A Mi- 
niſter, and yet given to Wine! A Prieſt, 
and yet Laſcivious! In Holy Orders, and 
yet in Riotous Aſſemblies! Enjoyn to 
wall Circumſpecily, and yet Reel! A Man 


devoted to the Study and the Cloſet, in 
LE 95 Chambering and Wantoneſs !] 5 Converſa- 


tion in Heaven, turn'd into Diſcourſe in 
Taverns! Study Eternity, and yet trifle 
away Time! Stand at the Communion of 


Saints, yet fit down in the Company of 


Scorners! Vile, and yet Proud! Diſ- 


=  honouring yourſelves, and yet Ambitious! 


O Right Reverend Fathers, enjoyn my 
wholſome Canons ſeverely; viſit Men's 
Eyes and Carriages exactly; preſide over 

the Flocks which the Holy Ghoſt hath 

made you Overſeers of, carefully: Pitty 

Religion, that is a Dying; pitty me, that 
am Decaying; pitty your ſelves, that are 


again Falling. Reform my Clergy, and 


Fou are Safe; neglect them, and you Pe- 
Tiſh; Keep up the Life and Practice of Re- 
ligion, and that will keep you in your ſe- 


- ' , * - . 


Veral High Stations: For if the Power of | 
it be loſt, the Profeſſion of it will; your 


8 


Calling 1 will il; your Order will be ex- 
tin&; and God knows what will be the Fnd 
5 thereof. I fear nothing but Sin; I want. 
nothing but true Grace eminent in all my 
Minifters, whereby they may pleaſe God, | 


adorn the Goſpel, convince Gainſayers, 5 


and e the World. 


« Z — 


CHAP. IV. 


La t ** — 


The Church of Eng lands 8 Complaint 


againſt unconſcionable Symony.. 


= s 1 N your Licentious Courſes, 0 mySons, 


fear of Authority may deter you; Con- 


ſcience may check you; ſtrict Laws may 
reſtrain you; a ſevere Overſioht may re- 
form you. In this ſtrange, in this ſad Miſ- 


carriage of Symony, ] have made Laws, yet 


7 you Tranſgreſs them. I have enacted the 31 
of Queen Elizabeth, That if any Perſons, 
© Bodies Politick, or Corporate, ſhall, or 


do, at any Time, for any ſum of Money, 1 
2 Reward, Gift, Profit, or Benefit, directly, 


of indiredtly, or for, or by reaſon of any 
© Promiſe, Grant, Bond, Covenant, or other" 
, Affurances of, or for any ſum of Money, 
5 Reward, Gift, Profit, or Benefit whatſo- © | 
ever, directly, or indirectly, preſent or N 
«© collate; any Perſon to any Benefice with 
„Cure of Souls, Dignity, Prebend, or Li- 
F * ying Ecclefiaſtical, or give, or beſtow the 


* fame 


£ . eee — — => 
! > 
j 5 
0 { 


Ws. a 
c ſame for, or in reſpect of any ſuch corrupt 
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< Cauſe, or Conſideration; that then every 


_ © Preſentation, Collation, Gift, ec. ſhall be 
© utterly Void, and of no Effect in Law . 


and that any Perſon accepting of any 


© Eccleſiaſtical Promotion upon ſuch ſor- 
did Accounts, ſhall be judg'd a diſabled 

< Perſon in Law, to have, or enjoy any Be- 
© nefice, Dignity, Prebend, or Living Eccle- 


© fiaſtical, —— Yet ſtill you truck for Li- 


vings, you market for Benetices; ſtill you 
buy and ſell in the Temple. This Abomi- 
nation is ſtill forbidden, and yet ſtill, tacit= _ 
| "I allow'd; My Canons bind you from the _ 
Practice of it, by an Oath, and yet you 
Venture. Lou Swear thus 


IN. N- do ſtocar, That I have made no © 
Symonaical Payment, Contract, or Promiſe, 
directh, or indirectily, by my ſelf, or by any 
cher to my Knowledge, or with my Conſent, 
0 any Perſon + Penne whatſoever, for, or 
Concerning the procuring and obtaining of 
this Ecclefiaſtical Dignity, Place, Prefer- 
 '. ment, Office, or Living, nor will at any 


Time hereafter perform or ſatisfie any ſuch 


kind of Payment, Contract, or Promiſe made . 


Is Preferment rather a Prize for the Rich- 


© by any other without my Knowledg or Con- 

ſent. So help me God, through Feſus Chriſt, _ 
Is the Church grown ſo Contempible, 
that it may be bought and ſold for Money? 


eſt, than a Reward for the Worthieſt? 


—— IM 


M7 


| Who will ſpend their Days in ſerious 
Study, their Lives in weariſome Retire- 


ment, and their Eſtates in a chargeable 


Education, to be forc'd either to buy their 
Preferments at laſt, or live neglected, and 
die unobſerv'd? What ingenious Man can 
endure tedious Attention, inſupportable 
| Fees, intolerable Diſappointments, and not 
retire to his Cloſet, and there give himſelf 
up to Deſpondency, curfing that Day 
wherein He was born, and the Year where- 
in He was bred up, ſaying, as Elyjah, ſe- 
cretly to his Soul, Lord it is enough, take 
away my Life, ſince I have out-hv'd the 
Glory of the Church, the Honour of my | 
Calling, the Encouragement of Parts and 
Worth! —— I cannot live Uſefully; oh | 


* 4 - Tha I might die Comfortably! 


Have I no true Miniſters, but a Gene- 


ration of Demas'*s, that embrace the preſent | 
World? Have l no Paſtors called of God, | 
that will live upon God? None that can | 

truſt God with their Maintenance? Will 
Fou all demean your ſelves in cringing for 
the Prieſt's Office, only that you may eat 
a morſel of Bread? Will you all buy and 


Fell your Sacred Perſons and Employ- 


ments? Juſtly would the Catholick Church — | 
haze degraded you. Can. ap. 10 Conc. Chals, | 
2 Cone. Auriar, 14. And will you goon | 
making Merchandize of God's holy Spirit, 
out of Filchy Lucre, and not of a ready _ = 

ha des dg 
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Let it be your Honour t 
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Thus, thus, are my Worthy Sons laid 
aſide, the Unworthy are promoted, my 
People periſh, my Religion decays, my 
Enemies break in upon me, and I have 
only here and there one to ſtand by me; 


the weake, the Scandalous, that come in by | 


Symony betray me! O ſacred Majeſty! O ye. 
| honourable Nobility !O ye worthy Gentry! ! 
ba you can diſpoſe 
of Parſonages to the Glory of God, the Ad- 
vantage of the Church, and your own Com- 
fort! Let it be your Shame that you have 
any Thing in return for your Preſentments, 
to the Diſhonour of God, the Danger of 
the Church, and the Ruin of your Souls. 
But Words fail me, out of a juſt abhor- 
rance of this abominable Practice, I muſt _ 
leave with you, therefore, thoſe of the moſt 
excellent Biſhop Ferwe! to Queen Elizabeth 
on the like Occaſion. The Livings of fuch 
asare inthe Miniſtry, are not in their Hands 


to whom they are due: They ſeldom paſs, 


 now-a-days, from the Patron, if be be no 
better than a Gentleman, but either for the 
Leaſe or preſent Money. Such Merchants 


are broken into the Church of God, a great 
deal more Intolerable, than were they whom 
Chriſt whip”d out of the Temple. Thus they 
who ſhould be careful for God's Church, that 

ould be Patrons to provide for the Conſci- 


\ 


ences ofthe Peope,nd to plaxe among them | 


4 Learned Miniſter, who might be able to 
Ls” 


nn 
Preach to them in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, 
and to fulfill bis Miniſtry, ſeek their own, and 
not that which is Feſus Chriſt; They ferve 
not Jeſus Chriſt, but their Belly. And this 
is done not in one County, in one Place, but 
throughout all England. Oh merciful God! 
' Whether will this grow at the laſts If the 
: Miſery which this Plague worketh, would 
reach but to one Ape, it were tolerable? 
It will be à Plague to Poſterity; it will be 
the Decay and Deſolation of God's Church, 
Tuoung Men ſee this, and they are weary and 
diſcouraged, they divert their Studies ano- 
Ther way, I know Your Grace beareth not 
of theſe Matters, and I hope God will work 
An Tour gracious Heart ſome Remedies a- 
gainſt them: For otherwiſe the Schools will 
be forſaken, the Church deſolate, the People 
x =_ wild and diſobedient, the Goſpel diſcredited, 
and this noble Realm, which was ever fa- 
 mous for the Name of Learning, likely to 
come to ſuch Ignorance and Barbarity,as hath 
nut been heard of in any Memory before our 
Time. Poor Souls are deſtitute, without 2 
Guide; the afflicted in Conſcience, have f 
none to quiet them; they grow Wild ang 
Savage, as a People that hath no God; they | 
are commanded to change their. Religion, 
And, for lack of Inſtruction, they know not 


-- | whitver o turn them. oo 
. Ob! our Poſterity ſhall rue, that ever 


D 


o ſuch Fathers went before them; and Chro- 


E 
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nicles will report this Miſcarriage, they ſhall 
leave it written in whoſe Time, and in whoſe 
Reign this was done. Or if we grow ſo Bar- 


 barous that we C onſider not this, or be not 


able to draw it into Chronicle; Tet Foreign 
Nations will not ſpare to Write this, and 
Publiſh it to our everlaſting Reproach and 
Shame. By theſe Means Foreign Powers, 
which, by God's Mercy, this Realm is deli- 
dered from, fball be brought upon us, fuch 
Things ſhall be done to us, as we before 
feffer*d: The Trath of God ſhall be taken 
away: The Holy Scripture burn'd and con- 
fim d in Fire: A marvelous Darkneſs and 
Calamity muſt needs enfue, . 
Ob! that your Grace might behold the 
_ miſerable Diſorder of God's Church, or that 


you might ſee the Calamities that will enſue. 


It is a Part of your Kingdom, and ſuch a 
Part, as is the Prop and Stay af the Reſt. 
I will ſay to Your Majeſty, as Cyrillus ſome- 


times ſaid to the godly Emperors, Theodo- 


 fius and Valentimian,Ab ea quæ erga Deum 
eſt Pietate Reip: Veſtrœ ftatus pendet : 


You are our Governor, Tou are the Nurſe of 


deen Obwrrbs e 
Do; and God knoweth whether it may be 
redreſſed, there is no other but Tour High- 
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The De ea 1 8 ymony. 
| SYMONY is an intentive defir ire, or 


purpoſe, to Buy or Sell a Spiritual Living : 
or any Corporal Thing annexed to the 


Church: Grat. Diſt. 2. p. 91. Zanch. de 


inter Cultu. Concil. comp. See. 53: dec. cont. 
Nie, Cen. 1. 96-Þ. 15- © -- 


Can. Apoſtolic 29th Siquis epus | er . 
nias dignitatem aſſecutus ſit, vel reſtyter, | 
vel Diaconus on e 2 excommiinicetur. 5 5 

Con. Generale vi. in Trull ov. 

Pecunijs ordinatos deponi jubemus. 


Con. Conſtantinopolitanum, A. D. 459. 


=; SIMoniacos damnavit. 
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AM, D. 739. Can. 215 el Coneil Aix , 


us Chapelle. 


A. B. 555. Can. 1 r. Con, Barcelona 
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CHAP. V. 


* The Church of Engl and's PR 1 


againſt encroaching F luralities. 


15 your Portion, Oh my Sons, jn this "0 


Life, or is it in gr Is the (atis- 


faction your immortal Souls look for, in 
the empty, vain, low, and periſhing —— 
tents of this 2 If in "hee Life you 
baue Hope only, you are of all Men the mot 
miſerable, the moſt contemptible, and moſt 
Adeceitful; if! in another, why ſo many Im 


H 2 hh bent 
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7 Cal 
_ perial Laws, ſo many Eccleſiaſtical Canons, 
many Complaints and Reproaches, ſo 
many Inhibitions, and Injunctions, ſo many 
Attempts and Endeavours in Parliament, 
theſe Hundred Years, againſt your Mono- 
polie of Livings, and Pluralities of Bene- 
fices? Why do has heap upon your ſelves 
this Envy? Why do you provoke theſe 
| Reproaches? I provided for you, liberally, 
I check d thoſe that Oppos d your Mainte- 
nance, ſeaſonably; I encourag'd your In- 
duſtry, and Merrit, carefully, beyond any 
Reform'd Church in the World; I reſtor'd 
you to your Rights, handſomely; I ſecur'd 
your Immunities, legally. Will not this 
fatisfie you? Will not this content you? 
| Heretofore you were thought too indul- 
_ gently dealt with, in being ſuffer'd the 
quiet Poſſeſſion of one Living, and now 


two or three cannot ſuffice you; you were 


formerly under the apprehenſion of want- 


ing Neceſſaries; and do you now heap up 


| Superfluities? You could not provide al- 
moſt for your Families Wants, and do you 

now provide for their Exceſfs? 

2. Will you Eat the Bread out of your poor 


Brethrens Mouths, and Starve your fellow 
_ Servants? Are you Miniſters? So are they. 
Are you Orthodox? So are they. Are you | 


Loyal? So arè they. Have you been Con- 
ſtant? So have they. Are you Serviceable 
to the Church? They more; in Labours 


more 


more abundant, Oh! how many excellent 
Men, how many hundreds of Sober and 
Religious Divines, are laden, oppreſs'd, 
worn- out, and quite tired with the Burthen 
of Years, Cares, Fears, Labours, Neceſlities 
and Afflictions, and are now fain to live and 
die in Obſcurity, Want, and Contempt, as 
if the Sons of the Church of England wan- 
ted only this to make up the Meaſure of 
their Sufferings, That they ſhould be undone 
when the Church is ſaid to be in a flouriſh- 
ing Condition? When you look big with 
your Abundance and Superfluity, and glo- 
ry in your Preferments, how many Wor- 
| thy; Flows, abd Exemplary Miniſters are, 
as it were, laid aſide, made aſhamed of 
their Order and Function, and wrapped up | 
in Poverty and Diſcontent, are loſt in 
poor Employments, and poorer Encourage- 
ment? Whoſe faithful Labours I want, 
wWhoſe ſober Converſations might honour 
me, whoſe Diligence and Care might re- 
ſtore me, whole Reaſon and Learning 
might uphold me, whoſe powerful Preach- | 
ing might eſtabliſh me, whoſe Self-denial, | 
and Devotedneſs to Publick Good might 
fave me? Alas! Sirs, Let none of you 
' Think of himſelf more highly than he ought-. | 
do think, but to think Soberly, according aa 
God has dealt to every Man the Meaſure of |} 
tis Faith; for as you have many Members | 
in one Body, and all Members have not the 
c 


all be encouraged that wait on the Mini- 
ſtry? Or they that attend on Teaching? 
Or they that Exhort, on Exhortation ? 
The Body is not one Member, but many: 

Now, has God ſet the Members in the _ 

Body as it pleaſeth Him: And if they were 


all one Member, where were the Body? 


fame Office; fo I, being made of Many, am 
one Body in Cbriſt, and every one in Me 


is Member of one another. You, my Sons, 

having then Gifts differing, according to the 

Grace that 1s given you, whether Propheſy, 
Oc. why ſhall not they that Propheſy | 
be encouraged according to the proportion 


of Faith, or Miniſtry? Why ſhould not 


The Eye cannot ſay to the Head, I baue no 


need of thee; nor, again, the Head to the 
Feet, I have no need of you; nay, much 
more thoſe Members of the Body, which 
ſeem to be more Feeble, are Neceſſary, and 

_ thoſe Leſs, Honourable, upon theſe we 


ought to beſtow more abundant Honour. 


| bundant comelineſs : For our comely Parts 


have no need, but God hath temper'd the 


Body together, having given more abun- 
dant Honour to that Part which lacked, 
gat there might be no Schiſm in the Body, 
but that the Members ſhould have the ſame 

Care one for another. Now ye, my Sons, 


are the Body of Chriſt, and Members in 


particular: And God hath ſet ſome in the 


Church 


Church Firſt, Apoſtles.; Secondly, Pro- 
phets; Thirdly, Teachers: Are all A- 
poſtles? All Prophets? Are all Teach- 


ers? Are all provided for? O covet ear- 


neſtly the beſt Gifts, not the beſt Livings! 
And yet I could ſhew you a more excel- 
Why 6 that Preferment engroſsd by 
one, which might maintain Twenty? 
Wuyare thoſe Revenues loſt upon the Fol- 
ly, Vanity, and Superfluity of one Family, 
which might provide for the honeſt Oc- 


| caſionsof Five? Oh JUSTICE, the equal 


Diſtributer of Affairs, whither art thon 

| fed! Oh EQUITY! whither art thou 
3. If you conſider not the Sin, do you 
conſider the Conſequence of theſe Mit- 
carriages, the Envy that you already fink 
under: The Occaſion given unto them 
that ſeek Occafeon, which hath already dil- 


gracid you; the great Diſcontent that al- 


ready endangers you? Have not you Ene- 


mies to your Order, Calling, and Con- 
tititution, and muſt you incenſe your 


Friends? Muft you provoke that God 


klhat hath hitherto upheld your Function, 
by Abuſing the Maintenance he allows 
for his Service and Servants to your own. | 


HS Majeſty, by appropriating ro a few ill-be- _ 


loved Perſons, for whoſe fake Majeſty is 
„ thought 


. 1 a a — 


thought the worſe of, that Encou rage- 
ment which might be equally beſtow'd 


upon the well deſerving, and well beloved, | 


who might in each Pariſh teach the Sub- 
jets their Duty, faithfully ; perſwade 
them to Obedience, ſucceſsfully ; and ſettle | 


them in the Doctrine of Government ac- | 
cording to the great Principle of Chriſti- | 


anity, moſt happily ? Muſt you provoke 

your Brethren of the Clergy to Diſcon- 
tent, by taking up all the Encouragements 
of their Studies, all their Employments 


and Hopes? How many hopeful Young 


Men in City and Country are forc'd ei- 


ther to want, or, which 1s worſe, to live 
upon your ſmall Penſions, and ſcanty Al- 
lowance, and, what is natural for Parts 
and Ingenuity, in Want, to deſpair of their 
own Fortunes, and to envy yours? How 


| Inſults, Affronts, and Diſregard that Ma- 


readily do they now, hopeleſs of any 
Regular Favour, apply themſelves to Po- 


pular Applauſe, that their Compliance | 


: may gain that among the | People, which 


their Merit could not among you? Do 
= not you ſee how the People forſake you 
| as Self-Seekers, how the Gentry cenfure 
= you as unconſcionable? How the Clergy 
abhor you as Invaders of their Places and 


Preferments? Do you not ſee that the 
Law can hardly ſecure you, that Autho- 
rity can ſcarcely defend you, from all the 


lice. 


lee and Fury can ſuggeſt to an incens'd 

Faction? The Adverfaries triumph, the 
many Friends I have weep, the ſober and 
ſerious are amazed, to ſee Two or Three 
Hundred odious Men filling up a Whole 


Church. Do you imagine thoſe many 


active Spirits will reſt in a poor, mend1- 


cant, decay'd, dejected, and vexatious Con- 


dition? Do not you fear their melancholy 
| Thoughts, their retir'd Contrivances, their 


forlorn Meetings? Is it not enough that 


Men's late Inſolence againſt my Clergy, 


and the Doctrines that they are enjoyn'd to 


| teach, had almoſt reduc'd me to the laſt De- 
gree of Contempt, but that (to my Shame 
who am bleſſed of God with Abundance 


and Honour) one ſmall Part of the Mi- 


niſtry ſhould reduce the other to ſmal! 
F : Contributions, pOOT Dependencies, {0 un- | 


certain and fo baſe, that Men of ingenious 


Diſpoſitions and Learning muſt deteſt them, 


Work, to beg for their Wages, not without 


ſordid Compliances and Flatteries with 


vile Men in their vileſt Humours? Oh! 


look upon the poor Curates and their Fa- 


milies! What is their Portion of the Pro- 
ſperity we now enjoy? Alas, they live by 
| God's Mercy, and Men's Charity. How _ 
deſpicable is their Calling? How little their 
Authority? How inconſiderable their In- 
fſtructions? How ſucceſsleſs their Doctrine? = 
How uncreditable their Lives? Do not 


you ſee that your Fellow Miniſters, undes 
_ theſe Neceſſities; will not be able to #ert 
the Dignity of their Office, and that no 
After- Generation will ſucceed to inherit 
their Poverty and Pains, unleſs ſuch as will 
further debaſe the Honour of their Fun- 
ction? Muſt alkghe induſtrious Miniſters 
DE Stipendaries? The Faction threatned 
no more. Muſt they have only their Al- 
lowances? Anarchy could have done no 
more. Can they preach the Goſpel, and can 
they not live by the Goſpel? Are they 
_ worthy to diſcharge your Cures, and are 
: the not worthy to enjoy them ? > 
. he Popiſh Times, I mean the Year 
= 632, could divide England into Pariſhes, _ 
for the better difcharging of the Cure of — 
Souls: Our Times unite thoſe Pariſhes a- 
gain, for the better Maintenance of Pride 
: and Vanity. Is it for this that we are R- 


formed? Is it for this we are Proteſtants? 


Then, each Pariſh had their Miniſters to N 


Pray with them fervently, to Teach _ 15 


faithfully, to Comfort them ſeaſonably, to 
Converſe with them uſefully, to Reli eve 1 


them charitably, to Direct them carefully. 


Alt! in que nos reſervamur Tempora: ? Now, 


now, my People are neglected, my Build- - 


ings are ruin'd, my Hoſpitality is loſt, my 


Authority 18 frank: and fallen, nd the 8 


Church of Englandis thought tobenothing . 

elſe but the Antereſt of a few crafty Cler- 
gymen, ordering ow. . to their beſt 

ante 1hous h 4 


imaginable. In the dark- 
eſt and moſt ſuperſtitious e 
Times, 1 order'd that no Monks, i. e. idle 
Perſons, ſhould take Livings of Biſhops, or 
appropriate the Revenues of them to them 
_ ſelves; but that the Prieſts {ſerving in thole _ 
| Cures, and the Churches might be provi 
dell ih Nenn nes 24 
Dio you know why Monks were pulld 
down in Henry the VIIPs Time? Lay it to 
Heart I beſeech you, for many look for your 
Fall too. They were accus'd for engroſhing 
Wealth and Trade, and do you hear what 
the World fays of you? They were ac- 
„ cus'd for Impoveriſhing Pariſh Prieſts, by 
decrying Preaching, as Miniſtring Matter I 
of Schiſuis, and magnifying their own _ 
Performances of Prayer and Devotion, by 


9 


Though Envy may know, and Preju- 


dice it ſelf may confider, I ant a Church 


made up of Godly and Religious Princes, 

Nobles, Biſhops, Gentry, Miniſters, and 
People, maintaining an orthodox Doctrine, 
a primitive Government, a pure and or- 
derly Worſhip, a ſevere Diſcipline, and a 
_ Chriſtian Communion in Word and Sacra- 
ment: Who have forbid theſe Extrava- 
| gancles by wholeſome Laws, check'd them 
= oF ſevere Canons, and diſallow'd them by 

*. 1 


Kir and juſt Means nt 
l M Vid. Seld. in ead Full 
Cent. 12. p. 18. 


which, and other Artifices, they under- 
minded the poor Prieſts, and procur'd that 

many Churches Preſentative with their 
8 Lo... Calehes 


| Glebes and Tythes were appropriated to 
their Codents, leaving but a you Pittance 
„ for. the Parih Vieat. 


Hit. Ay. 20-283 This was the Occafion * | 
- the firſt Impropriations. I pray God your | 


Careleſſneſs does not occafion another. 


——_—_— — 
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VVV 
The Church of England's Reſentment 


"ou Mm.» 
(Emp Sons. bag no Plecfure in ex- 


- 


_ excuſe you; you know that I have Charity 


poling y ous yet have I no Power to 


for you, that ſuffereth long, that is kind, 


that is not eaſily provok'd, thinketh no Evil, 
beareth all Things, believeth all Things, 


_ bopeth all Things, Alas! what ſhall I do? 4 


My People complain, my Adverſaries re- 
proach, my Sovereign is diſpleas'd, my 


Mobility and Gentry are incens'd; and _ 


wWhere-ever I turn my ſelf Complaints are 


made, Petitions are drawn up, Jealouſies 


| 3 are whiſper'd, and Fears are murmur'd : 81 


I fbawd hold my Peace I ſhowd be thought 
aulltogether ſuch a one as you are; if I ſhou'd 
W Speak, my Tongue fails me, I am in a great 


Streight; vet you had better have your Miſ- 
i carriages faithfully reprov'd by me, to your 

Reformation, than maliciouſſy aggravated 

= by others to your Deſtruction. My Words | 
may be ſmart, but they are wholeſome, | 


K 


F ſevere they may, but kind: You how” me 


| with Sorrow, but not more than I ſpeak to 


MO. you with. 


1. It's faid that after fo many Councils, 1 
||  Decrees (as Carth. 6. Tol. 6. Chalc. 7. Nic. 


. 15. Sardic. 14. after ſo many Fakes | 
Charge, as Hier: Com. 2. p. 1111. Aug. 7. 


4. in B. 16. At han. in Jo. 7. Nag. Apol. p. 16. 
| Cypr. Ep. E. Greg. de cura Paſtorali paſſim) 


alter ſo many Proviſions of Parliament, as 


the 30 Hen. 8. A. 32. El. 6. ſo many com- 
plwaints from Friends and Foes, as 31 Q. 
FElig. 3 K. James, 12 K. Ch. a Sin ſo bon 


ourable to your Profeſſion, ſo dangerous to 
Church and State, fo clearly repugnant to 
pour Calling as Non- ref dence is, ſhould 
bz yet be named among you. 


As, x ſo you read that in FEE 20. 25. 


* Take heed to your ſelves, and to all the Flock 5 
over which the Holy Ghoſt has made you ̃ʒ 
_ Overſeers, to feed the Church of God which 


„ N 4 with bis own Blood, &c. 


1 TAKE HEED, be not Abſent, Neg- 


llect not. Do you conſider where you are, 


what you have taken upon you? Over which 
= Holy Gboſt : Hath the Holy Ghoſt ſet 


ras over Flocks, and do you forſake them? 1 


Hlath Heaven entruſted them to you, and _ 
do you negle& them? Overſeers, and yet 


come not near your Flock? Biſhops, and 
never viſit them? Ty feed the Church af 
: God, that Church for whoſe {ake the World 


: | "WW is upheld, Oh What! a Charge have you 


Uundertaken! 


2 2 
= wnfertaken! And will y you be unfaithful 
to this Charge? Are you the Stewards of 
God's own Family. Oh! i 3 of” 
= & Steward that he be found fait toy x Cor. 
44. 2. Have you the Conduct of thoſe Saints | 
* that muſt live forever with God in Glory, | 
= andwillyou neglect them? Are the Souls of | 
Men thought meet to ſee his Face in Glo- | 
= and are they not worthy of your ut- | 
| moſt Care and Pains? God the Son hath | 
purchag'd the Church with his Blood, and | 
will you not look to it? Will you deſpiſe = 
the Blood of Chriſt? Shall the Price of his 
= Bloodbe loſt? Hath Chriſt Dy'd for Souls, | 
and ſhall not I Sweat? Are my People they | 
| i which Chriſt came from Heaven to ſave, | 
and ſhall not I go from the ys from the 1 9 
1 Court, Gc. to five them? * 
tt | After my Departing , ays ah Text, grie- Þ 
Doss Wiles ſhall enter in among you, not 
ſparing the Flock. Oh! Sirs, do you not _ 
know that the Jeſuit! is buſie, that the Se- 
gdAacers are many? Why do you forſake 
Pour Flocks? Are you reſolv'd to ruin me? 


_ Firſt you diſpleaſe the People, then you | 
leave them open to any Seditious, or any | 
Pactious Perſons, that will improve their 
Prejudice, Diſcontents, and Weakneſs, to 
ll their own Advantage. It's true, you ſub- N 
ſtititute your Curates: But, alas poor Men! 
they are hardly able to Live, much leſs to 
Diſpute? They are hardly able to furniſh = 
| Themſelves for Sermons, much 5 for 
; onir» | 


* 


Controverſies: Beſides that they are 10 con⸗ 


| temptible, that I may here very pertinent- 
ly alledge that of Eccleſ. 9. 13. 


Oh! That you ſhould betray your Sove- 
reign's Intereſt, and my Cauſe, and leave 


the People to the Temptations of thoſ eg 


Men who, with good Words, and fair 


1 Speeches, deceive the Hearts of the Simple, "Eg 


with feign'd Words, making Merchandize 
of them? Can you ſtay in Court or City, 
and leave your poor Neighbours perver- 


| ted, honeſt Men deluded, good Subjects de- 


1 bauch'd, and a Kingdom almoſt over-turn'dꝰ 
5 Auguſtus {31d to 1 we Varus. Quintili : 


5 Vare redde Legiones, o your Sovereign, ſo 


I, (if yet you will hear me) ſay unto you. 


E Oh! reſtore us the many Souls which by ee 
your Neglect, we have loſt? Oh! reſtore 5 


| us that Purity of Doctrine and Worſhip 3 


Wich, by publick and private Diligence, 
ö might have ſecur'd! Oh! reſtore us 


| that Peace which, by your Careleſſneſs, ve 
want! Whilſt you are aſleep the Enemy p 


ſoweth his Tares, your Ruin ſlumbers not, 


while you ride too and fro, ſeeking Pre- 


ferment, your Adverſary, the Devil and his 


x Emiſlarics £0 100 and fro, ſeeking whom they 1 


may devour. You compaſs Sea and Land 


| for Wealth, your Adverſaries compaſs Sea ol 
and Land for Proſelites. 


2. Are you not them that Watch for 
. Mens Souls, and do you not look after them? 


=T" 1 Four to make e over r them ſo 


Ol. 


— 
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as to give an Account, and do you leave 
them? Are you the Angels of the Church, | 
ſent forth to Miniſter to them who ſhall | 

be Heirs of Salvation, and to behold the | 
Face of their Father which is in Heaven. 
and do you not regard them? Angels, and | 
Earthly Angels, and yet Worldly? Are | 
vou the Soldiers of Chriſt, and do you en- 

| tangle your ſelves in the Affairs of this 
Life? Are you Ordain'd to preach the | 
Goſpel? A Neceſlity is laid upon you, and | 


Wo to you if you preach not the Gofpel. | 


Are you Stewards of the Manifold Gifts of 
| God, and do you not remember that you 
muſt give an Account of your Stewardſhips, 

= for you ſhall be no longer Stewards? Are. 


vou in Chriſt's ſtead, and yet ſo careleſs of 


his People? Ah! if Chriſt had ſerved you 
W fo, what had become of you? What had 
= become of the World? en ent 
3. Do you love the Lord Feſws Chriſt, 


and yet not feed his Flock ? Simon Peter, 


loveſt thou me? Thou knoweſt, O Lord, 
Wl that I love thee, feed my Sheep. Have you 
any kindneſs for your People's Souls? Do 
po not hear them cry, come and help use 
Are they your Joy, your Crown, your Re- 
joycing? Oh! have Mercy upon them! 
Do you not hear them 7 Maſter, careſt 


e have Immor- 


thou not that we periſh? W 
tal Souls to loſe, an Eternity to hazard; 


careſt thou not that we periſh? Do you _T 
wonder that your People deſert you, when 
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Jou have forſaken them? Can you blame 
| them that they ſeparate from you, who 
have no Care of them? They muſt needs 
forget their Duty towards you, when you 
| have forgotten yours towards them. No 
Wonder if they cleave to the Sectariſts 
Paſtors and Teachers, for they find none like 
Minded, who naturally care for their State. 
| © Sirs, the Harveſt of Souls, at this 
time, is great, the Pre- 5 
bends are many, the Prieſttss 
are many, the Impropriators are many, the 
Labourers are few. Shall I pray the Lord 
of the Harveſt to turn you out, and ſend forth 
Labourers into his Harveſt? The Souls 
that would be ſav'd, are many; but they 
Die in Ignorance, and you are not among 
them to inſtruct them; they Die in Doubt, 
and you not near them to ſatisfie them,; 
they Die in Diſpair, and there is notfe to 
comfort them; they Live in Diſorder, and 
there is none to guide them; they are in a 
S tate of Nature, and there is none to reclaim . 
them; they are Weak, and there is none to 
ſtrengthen them; they are liable to Temp- 
tation, and there is none to aſſiſt them; 


they go Aſtray, and there is none 7o ſeek 
Them that are loſt; they are in the Gaul of 
| Bitterneſs, and there is none to relieve 
them ʒ they are under the Power of Satan in 
Darkneſs, and there is none to turn themro | 
Goa, that they may receive Forgiveneſs of | 
wins, and an Inheritance among them that 


Biſbop Jewel. 


1 
j 


[ Good Thing? 


ave ſanttify d by Paith in Chriſt, if God, peradventure 


might give them Repentance tothe Acknowledgement of 
the Truth that they might eſcape out of the Snare of the 


Devil; that ſo they might be converted, and their Sins 


be forgiven them. Fain would they Hear, that their | 


Souls might live; but you are not among them to 


Preach, willing they are to receive the Sacrament, 


but you are not among them to adminiſter it; they 


are declining in Grace, and there is none ta re- 


cover them, or in the Spirit of Meekneſs to reſtore 
them; they are at a Loſs, and there is none to 

adviſe them; they Miſcarry, and there is none 
to Overſee them, or look to them; they are Sick, 


and there is none to viſit them, to inſtruct, and | 
comfort them; they are Unruly, and there is 
none to ſee that Church Diſcipline be exercis'd | 


upon them. 


248. Will you receive the Tythesof God, and not 

do the Work of God? Will you live by the Goſ- 

pel, and not preach the Goſpel? Will you be 5 
maintain'd by the Altar, and not ſerve the Al- 


tar? Will you eat and not work? Will you re- 


ceive Tythes given to Melchefdech, and yet bless 
not the Children of Abraham that pay it? Will 


you receive the Levites Portion, and yet not wait 
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on the Tahernacle, nor ſerve the Sanctuary? Will . 


1 you have the double Honour of Reverence and 


No aintenance, and yet not labour in the Word 
and Doctrine? Muſt he that is taught commu- 


naicate unto him that teacheth him not in every 
— How can you enjoy thoſe. 


Donations our Forefathers made to Miniſters _ 


for Teaching the Good Word of God, for Pray- 
Ing, c. and yet neither Teach nor Pray? Vid. 
_ Opel. Conc. Br. p. 29. Vid. Ilhr. Cent. 8. c. 9. Col. 
3. 16. Ed. 1624. Bede Hift. Eccl. I. I. c 10 fins 

Lamb. Arch. p. 22 Bonif. Ep. p. 24. 0 rg — # 
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| T5. p. 89. 90 Stow. p. 99 Vit. Eg. Ingulph. Seck. 
| 6. 7. Math. Weſt. Geſt. Br. 2. 2. Telſley Anim, ſed, 
Pi. 173. Speed. Hiſt. ) c. 32. Fox Martyrol. 3. p. 
| 130. Pref. in Leg. Alfredi, c. 38. Leg. Eccleſ. A. 
| Hur. Althelſtan, Malmeſb. de Geſt. Br. 3.c. II. Ge- 
men; I. 6.c.9. ſeldeadem. Hiſt. p. 17 1. R. Baſinſt. 
3. p. 186. How will you look your Anceſtors 
in the Face when you have taken their Gifts, 
and neglected their Deſires? What, take the 
Tythe they gave, and leave their Poſterity de- 
ſtitute! You will ſay we have Curates, and they 
perform our Duties. Curates! what new Gene- 
ration of Men are theſe Curates? We have in 
deed ſome Prophets, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Evan- | 
geliſts, ſome Paſtors, ſome Doctors, but no Cu- 
rates. Your Commiſſion (O my Sons) 1s, Go ye 
aud Teach all Nations. Hath your Servant Li- 
berty to bring whom he will to your Service, 
while he takes his Pleaſure? And have you Li- 
| berty to bring whom you will to God's Service, 
_ while you take your Pleaſure ? O Sirs, the Scrip- 
ture runs thus, Sou of Man, I have made thee a 
Watchman to the Houſe of Iſrael therefore hear 
the Word at thy Mouth, and give them Waynins 
From me. When I ſay unto the Wicked thou ſhall't 
ſurely Die, and thou giveſt him not Warmng,” nov 
ſpealeſt to warn the Wicked from his wicked Way to 
fave his Life. The jame wicked Man ſhall Die in his 
IJniquity, but bis Blocd will I require at thy Haud. 
Tet, if thou warn the Wicked, and be turn not from 
bis Wichedneſs, nor from his wicked ay, he ſhall 
Die in his Iniquity, but thou baſt deliver'd thy Soul. 
I charge thee, therefore, before God and the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Quick and the 
Dead at bis Apnearing, and his Kingdom. Preach tn 
the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon; | 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long Suffering and 


. 
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K 2 Doctrine. 


 Doftrine: For the time will come when they will 
nut endure ſound Doctrine, but after their own Luſts 
ſhall they heap to themſelves Teachers, having itching 


Bars. And they ſhall turn away their Ears from | 


the Truth, and ſhall be turn d unto Fables. But 


watch thou in all Things, endure Affidions, do the | 


Vorl of an Evangeliſt, make full Proof of thy Miniftry. | 


Are Curates Miniſters, or are they not? If 
not, why do you employ them? If they are, 


| why do you not live upon that Maintenance | 


that God hath allow'd Minifters? You would 
not endure heretofore to hear of Stipends, yet 
now your Brethren muſt be content with Al- 
lowances: Beſides, if they are Miniſters, then 
either they have Cure of Souls, or not: If they 
| Have Cure of Souls, why do they not attend 


their own Charge? If they have no Cure of Souls, 


How can they exerciſe any Miniſterial Act, ſee- 
ing they have none to exerciſe it upon? No Peo- 
ple being oblig'd to attend any but thei own 

Miniſter; yea, all People being bound to attend 
only their own Miniſter. If you will ſay, he 
is your Peoples, then you muſt ſay, you are not. 
— One People can have but one Miniſter at one | 


Do you, who are Non-refident expect Tythes 


by Mans Law only, or by God's? Not by Mans 
Law only; for you have ſaid, and muſt fay 


againſt the Anabaptiſts, that they are of Divine 

| Right, otherwiſe they will ſay, Fhat Man bath 
given, Man may take away: Nor muſt you look 
for it by God's Law, which never allow'd the 


maintenance of a Miniſter to any but ſuch as | 


did the Work of the Miniſtry. The Labourer,  ' 
and he only, is wortby of his Hire, 
Cannot the State keep Curates as well as you © If 

this be all, may not the Commonwealth allow 
ee Ra Rea 85 Sallaries 


we throw away ſo much of the Publick Revenue, 


as amounts to Two Millions and a half; whereas 
half a Million may maintain Men to Read Pray- 


ers, and do all the Duties of Miniſters? A Gen- 


tleman hath a Parſonage of 2001. a Year in his 
Gift. Why, faith he, ſhall I part with ſomuch 


of my Eſtate ; cannot I give 20 or 3ol.to a Curate, 
as well as a Clergyman? You will tell him, 


Sir you rob God. He will ſay, no more than you: 
Lou know God only hath Tythes, when they 
are employ'd in his Service, and I ſhall allow 
ſo much and more to God's Service than you do: 
Why ſhould you, being a Lay- Man, meddle with © 
» Tythes, which belong to God's Service? I do not 
meddle with any belonging to God's Service, 
but what is abus d to Men's Wantonneſs. I am 
_ a Clergyman : So are Thouſands more; yet none 
hath right to Tythe. Tythe is not ſo much the 
maintenance of Miniſters Perſons, as their 
| Wages for their Work er a little of the Tythe 
oe 


may ſuffice him who does the Work, as we may 


obſerve from what you allow, and really I do 
not know by what Law of God or Man, a Clergyman, 

may turn his Tythe to private Advantage, any wore 
than a Lay-Man. O Sirs, if you negle& your 
Calling when you have Maintenance, what 
would you do if you had none? Oh! you that 
condemn Sacriledge, do you Live by it? You 
that ſay a Man ſhould not Rob the Church, do 


you Rob it? You that Preach and Write againſt 


Sallaries and Stipends as well as you; and ſo 
remove the Burthen of Tythe. O Sirs, you know 
not what to do when the Sovereign and the 
Three Eſtates of the Nation obſerve how much 
Tythe goes to maintain your Pride, Vanity, and 
Folly, and how little to maintain the Service of 
God they may ſay, hat need thi Waſte 2 Why d 


taking 
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your ſelves take it away? Is it for this the Na- . | 


5 taking away Miniſters 1dr foro do you 


tion has upheld Tythes againſt all Oppoſition, 
to have a few Readers, and Curates ? What, have 


we ſav'd them from the Factious, to be ſwallow'd 


up by the Covetous? Oh! you are Men born to 
undo your ſelves, to ruin your Calling, and to 
_ tempt a great World to take away all your 
Revenues! Do you read Hiſtory? Alas! I 
am affraid that a Spirit of Slumber hath ſeia ed 
yon! Do you obſerve what is written in Zad. 
10. Chap. 279. and Chartres de nug. Cur. 7. 21. 
| They (the Prieſts) grew Scandalous they neg lected 
their Cares; they reſided not upon their Livings ; they 
went to and fro for their Pleaſure ; the People roſe up 
againſ them; the Noblemen withdrew their Iythes 


from them; the whole Kingdom ery'd, no Service, no | 


Maintenance; Tea, the poor People burn d the Tythes, : | 
being loath the unworthy Mimifters ſhould have any | 
bene ſit by them, tho loath themſelves to meddle with 


= them. Thereupon it was agreed among the Ihanes, 
that there {honld be no Maintenance given to 


Mien, but to Churches, which might allow them 


to ſuch Perſons as did them Service, and none 
ſhould live by Church Allowance, but they that 
did Church Duties, Seld. ibid. excerpt. Egbert Can. 


1000. In Continuance of Time the Lazy and 
Idle had engroſs'd almoſt all Church Perferments, 
then the Tythes were alienated and impropria- 
_ ted, as it is at this Day, whereupon the Clergy 


awak da little, and for ſome Time follow'd their 


Buſineſs diligently in King Edward the VI, and 


the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign Yet ; 
Men are ſtill Men, for about the 3oth of Queen | 


Elizabeth, The Remainder of Church Livings that 

had eſcap'd the Impropriator, was engroſs'd by a few 

Pluraliſts, and Non-Refidents, Inſomuch, that the 
e Commons 


Commons in the Parliament of that Vear peti- 


| _ tioned the Lords, earneſtly; argu d with them 


Rationally; concluded peremptorily againſt 
theſe Miſcarriages, as they did in all Parlia- 
ments till the 12th of King Charles, when the 


Scandal of this Uſurpation was ſo great, the 


Odium fo general, the Clamour fo univerſal, the 
Iuggle of the Non-refidents (in holding Tythes 
under the pretence of the Miniſtry for nothing, 


and in receiving a Million of the National Re- : 


venue for nothing elſe, but that they were in 
Orders) was fo apparent, that the Whole Main- 


tenance of Miniſters was endanger'd, all Church 


Preferment was threatned. And you, who now 
cannot content your ſelves with handſome and 
| honeſt Competences, were like to be brought to 
2 Morſel of Bread. O Sirs, give not Occaſion to 
them that ſeek Occaſion; let the World ſee that 
Duty is more yonr Care than Maintenance; that 
you do not York to Eat, but that you Eat to 
Mor; that to maintain the Engliſh Clergy, is, 
1. To uphold Religion. 2. To advance God's 
Name. 3. To promote the Salvation of Souls. 
4. To ſupport the Glory and Intereſt of this 
= Kingdoms, Together with the Peace, Charity, 
and Happineſs of this Age and Poſterity, 


Gild. ds E xcidio Britanniæ, Edit, Polyd. Virg. p. 73, 


 Poffet quidem lenior Feri Increpatio, fed quid 


ungere, qui tumore jam vel fartore fibi horreſceus, 

cauterio, et publico Ignis Medicamine eget O Iuni- 
mici Dei, non Sacerdates ! O Licitatores malorum, 
uon Pontifices! Traditores et non Apoſtolorum Suc- 


ceſſores ! ſi quis Epiſcopatum cupit, bonum Opus 


cupit : Vos Epiſcopatum, Avaritie gratia Cupitis- 
n boc ſermone Lachrymis potius quam Verbis opus of 
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e fibt quam Sacerdotum de Corporis mund: © 
Conſcientia ſupplaudat, cum eorum quibus prœeſt; fi 

propter ejus Imperitiam, ſeu Deſidiam, ſeu Adula- 

tionem perierint in die Fudiciy de ejus manibus velutz | 

Interfectoris anime exquirantur : Maltum, uſu ac fre. 

= quentia Peccatorum inebriati, & inceſſanter irruenti- 

= bus vobis ſcelerim accumulatorum, ac ſi undis quaſſati, 

|  wmonveluti poſt Naufragium, in qua ad Vivorum terrum 

evadatis, FPenitentia tabulam toto anime niſu inqui- 

rite, ut avertatur furor Domini a vobis. — Ipſe Om- 

nipotens Deus totius Conſolatioms & Miſericordie, 
pauciſimos bonos Paſtores conſervet ab omni Malo, & 

mimicipes faciat Civitatis Jeruſalem celeſtis, Bb. e- 

Sauctorum omnium Congregations, Pater, Filius, & 


hes Sanctus, cui fit Honor & Gloria in ſecula 1 


EY A Catalogue of Non Reſidencies. 7 
In Berkſhire, 18 | He:ctordſhire, 54 | Suffolk, 106 


_ Bedfordſhire, 30 Hertfordſhire, 13 | Suſſex, 67 
Bucking- 2 ,,, | Lancaſhiie, 63 | Surry, 69 
hamſnire, C 4 | Lincolnſhire, 49 | Shropſhire, 43 
_ Cambridge-* | Leiceſterſnire, 52 | Merionethſhi. 24 
hire and 45 | Middlelex, 105 | Carnarvanſhi. 36 
Ile of Ely, J + Netrng- 2, Angleſey, 31 
Cornwall, 44 | hamſhire, | 34 Denbeighh, 4 
ig ; 


Cheſhire, 4554 Kent, 


. | Flintſhire, 18 
Cumberland, 124 Worceiterſhice78 | Montgomery, 52 
| Derbyſhire, 32 Norfolk, 104 | Glamorganſh. 143 


114 Devonſhire, 51 | Oxfordſhire, 53 | Monmouthſhi. 26 
w_— | Dorletſhire, 79 Noithumber 36 Pembrokeſni re, 33 
_— RD Durham, 5 | land. ”- Radnorſhire, -19 1 
.-.- --- lex, 106 | Northamp-' 0 p Carmarthenſh. 20 

 Gloceſterſhire, 46 ronſhire. 7 Brecknock. 8 17 | 

Nane, 65 | Sommerſerbi; b)) 


So that of 12000 Church-Libings, or there- 
abouts; 30co or more being Impropriate, and 
4165 Sen Cures, or Non-Reſidents Livings, what 
2 poo? Remainder is there left for a painful and 
hontit Miniſtry, for the Glory of God, and the 
Salvation of Souls? 5 = 


o 


